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| T IS not the treasure lying in the depths of the 
earth that enriches, it is that which is dug and 


i] put to use. Are you digging your share of the op- 
| portunities offered in these columns by carefully 
teading the advertisements ? 





The Mounts 


By Carl W. Hiser 
a 


S ON Moriah’s mount, the ram 
Was offered in young Isaac’s stead 
Golgotha saw a smitten Lamb 
Whose bleeding bruised the serpent’s head; 


And as from Sinai’s mount the law 
Was given mid the quaking light, 

Golgotha’s darkness filled with awe 
But day was born from bitter night. 


And with His own He walketh yet 
Who climbed Golgotha’s Calvary, 
And His dear feet on Olivet 
Shall pledge our final victory. 











This Moment 

God asksius ‘only to live this moment: The past 
is past; he will take care‘of. that fully if we commit 
it to him. The future is future; he will take care 
of that fully if we commit it to him. The present is 
all that we have; and he will take care of that fully 
if we commit it to him. In this present moment we 
may have all the victory that God ever offers a hu- 
man being through the sufficient grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. As Charles Inwood of England has 
said: “Let me ask you to remember that there is no 
such thing as a once-for-all fullness; it is a continu- 
ous appropriation of a continuous supply from Jesus 
Christ himself. A moment-by-moment faith in a 
moment-by-moment Saviour, for a moment-by-moment 
cleansing, and a moment-by-moment filling. As I 
trust him, he fills me; so long as I trust him, he fills 


me, the moment I begifi to believe, that moment I be- 
gin to receive; and so long as I keep believing, praise 
the Lord! so long I keep receiving.” 


ad 
Gratitude for “Everything” 


Blessings sometimes travel incognito. A certain 
minister of a nervous temperament was filling a 
preaching engagement in a rural community. The first 
night, after he had retired, he was kept from sleep by 
the singing of a mocking bird in an apple tree in the 
orchard under his window. He got up, slipped from the 
house, and hurled a barrage of clods from newly 
plowed ground at the offending songster. The trouble 
with him was that he did not know a lullaby when he 
heard it. Even our chastenings are evidences of our 
sonship, and blessing and mercy always follow in their 
trail. We ought to be perpetually praising God, when 
as a matter of fact we are often mourning. A Kes- 
wick Calendar item last December quoted a poetical 
auctioneer as crying when he offered a paradise for 
sale: “The only drawbacks to this lovely homestead 
are the litter of the rose leaves and the noise of the 
nightingales.” “Rejoice evermore,” said Paul. “In 
everything give thanks, for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus.” 

a“ 


Broadcasting for the Lost . 

God has been broadcasting for lost people ever 
since Adam and Eve were lost through sin in the 
garden of Eden. And now men have discovered how 
to do this by radio. Every night through broadcast- 
ing station WNYC (and doubtless through many other 
stations) there is broadcast a call for missing persons. 
Probably several millions of listeners-in hear the mat- 
ter-of-fact call of the police captain announcing: 
“Missing since December 15— Mary Smith —eight- 
een years-—130 pounds—brown hair —blue eyes — 
blue dress — etc. —etc.; also—etc.—etc.” There is 
a fascination in listening to this call for the lost, and 


the heart throbs in sympathy.as the imagination pic- 


tures the home folks silently weeping, and waiting, and 
hoping that their missing loved one will be found, 
How glad any of the million listeners would be to 
discover one of these announced lost persons and re- 
turn that one safely home again! But this is just the 
privilege that Christians have as they listen to God's 
broadcasting calls for the lost through his Word, and 
then as they mingle with many of those very lost ones 
day by day in their contacts in office and shop and 
school and church and home. If a million people hear 
the radio call in the hope that perhaps just one may 
have some news of one missing person, they do not 
consider it a waste of time and energy. Yet a million 
persons spending ten minutes each night is the equiv- 
alent of almost forty years for one person listening. 
And we sometimes let ourselves think that we have 
not time or strength to do personal work for Christ! 
The Lord’s answer is that there is “joy in heaven over 
ome sinner that repenteth.” 
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“Here, Father!” 


What is the best offering we can make to God? 
The answer is suggested by an experience a 1h 
preacher had with his little boy. During a church 
service in which the Lord’s Supper was being observed, 
this preacher was assisting by collecting the empty 
individual communion cups. As he came near the 
place where his seven-year-old lad had just partaken 
of the elements, the kneeling child, eager to help, held 
up his empty cup and whispered, “Here, father!” It 
is what every Christian may well say as he comes into 
the presence of God in the Communion Service and, 
after partaking of the cup, he lifts his heart in grati- 
tude to God: with the words, “Here, Father!” It is 
as though he said: “I have accepted by faith the shed 
blood of thy Son who died in my stead. This cup is 
all I have to offer thee, but it is more precious than 
silver or gold: the new testament in his blood, which 
is shed for me.” God's response to that offering is 
or life and eternal fellowship with himself and 
the Son. 


Rappard of St. Chrischona 


which in clear weather one gets noble views of 

the Glaernisch, the Santis, and other Alpine 
peaks is. the chapel of St. Chrischona. In the Middle 
Ages it was a place of pilgrimage. During the Thirty 
Years’ War it fell into ruin, and for nearly two hun- 
dred years was given over to bats and owls. Then in 
1815 Spittler, the founder of the Basel Missionary 
Society, secured it for a Bible training school. ‘The 
surrounding acres which later fell into his hands were 
farmed by his students in order that the enterprise 
might be as nearly self-supporting as possible. 

For many years this school flourished and sent out 
missionaries to home and foreign fields. It was closely 
related to the Egyptian and Abyssinian -interests of 
the Basel Society. Father Spittler in his old age con- 
ceived the plan of uniting the isolated Abyssinian mis- 
sion to Lower Egypt by a chain of twelve stations, 
taking their names from the apostles of the Lord. At 
each station in this succession of oases was to be 
a_ Bible depot, trading store, and two missionaries. 
The St. Matthew station was projected in Alexandria, 
St. Mark in Cairo, St. Peter in Assouan, St, Thomas 
in Khartoum, and St. Paul in Matamman. Then 


QO: A wooded eminence outside of Basel from 


came the death of the deviser of the plan; the “Apos-— 


tles Street” of Egypt was abandoned, and very con- 
siderable debts, contracted in connection with the en- 
terprise, weighed for a long time as a millstone’ about 
the school at St. Chrischona. 

It was at this disheartening juncture that Carl Hein- 
rich Rappard, later known throughout Continental 
Europe as Inspector Rappard, was called to take up 
the burden which the aged Spittler had laid down. 
Rappard’s father was a German pastor trained in all 
the rationalism of Halle and Tuebingen who had, on 
entering the pastorate,- fortunately come in contact 
with a little group of Christians much under the in- 


fluence of Teerstegen’s writings. Their insight and 
wisdom astonished him and utterly changed his own 
preaching. Followed spiritual revival in his church. 
Later in order to conform more absolutely to what 
he considered apostolic practise he learned the Swiss 
art of watchmaking and also bought a considerable 
farm. By these means he supported his family, ac- 
quiring at the same time a wide reputation as a suc- 
cessful man of affairs. While identifying himself 
with the religious life of the community in which he 
lived he bought himself out of Swiss, and therewith 
out of all earthly citizenship by the payment of a con- 
siderable sum to the government. His infant children 
he baptized himself (but as father not as clergyman). 
How often in later life when the attractions of the 
world pulled at them did their father say to them, 
“My child, I have baptized thee into the death of 
Christ. For Him must thou live and not for the 
world.” 3 
The younger Rappard passed from the Egyptian 
mission, where he had been wonderfully successful 
in mission. education, to the headship of St. Chris- 
chona. “Our institution,” he courageously announced 
on taking charge, “is no scientific seminary. It does 
not aim to turn out so-called theologically trained 
[though in fact there was in the course as much as in 
most American seminaries of etliics, church history, 
and dogmatics}]. Its purpose is to mobilize for the 
harvest field the variety of gifts and powers (even 
the humble ones) of the students by providing them 
with a plain but thorough training. We aim to send 
forth men practically trained in the exposition of Bib- 
lical truths, men who know the right things.” Along 
with their studies and their farm and other manual 
work went the work of evangelization. Between twenty 
and thirty centers were occupied every Sunday by the 
elder students, and one has vivid glimpses of groups 
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of hearers listening to the exposition of the Word 
after it had been read by the light of a burning pine 
knot. 

The mission school is partly supported by the labors 
of the students. Its other needs are supplied in an- 
swer to prayer. “When the call came to me in 1868 
the question presented itself as to whether I should 
publicly make known the needs of St. Chrischona, I 
brought the matter before the Lord and received 
through the Spirit who leads into all truth the com- 
mand to do no other thing my whole life than teach 
the Word and preach the Good News. The Father 
in Heaven whose are the silver and the gold would 
provide for us. The committee gave me full freedom. 
To-day after forty years I can witness that the Lord 
has been true to his word. The debts were paid, the 
work expanded, and we have had no want. There has 
\been sufficient from day to day.” : 
; “Lt am often asked,” he once said, “why my hair 
became white so early.. I cannot say. Certainly it 
has not been because of trouble. My cares I have 
always cast upon my mighty Helper afd Saviour and 
have been able to perform with happy freedom the 
tasks he has imposed, Forty years of service are a 
witness to the fact that I have a good Master.” 
| St. Chrischona evangelists and preachers have during 
these years passed to all parts of the earth. Large 
numbers have gone to the German colonies of South 
Russia, many to East Prussia, Austria, Switzerland. 
In Austria they have worked as colporteurs of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society traversing Slavonia, 
Croatia, Hungary. Forty-eight stations in the old 
Austrian empire with fifty-seven evangelists are man- 
ned by St. Chrischona graduates. In Hesse there are 
nine evangelistic stations with eleven St. Chrischona 
men. The first prayer-house of the Pilgrim Mission 
was dedicated at Mattwil in 1873; there were sixty- 
two in Switzerland alone before Rappard died. We 
Americans owe no small debt to the school. Numer- 
ous communities in Kansas and Nebraska have been 

led by representatives of the Pilgrim Mission. The 
- Texas synod of the Lutheran Church was established 
by St. Chrischona graduates, and for many years was 
chiefly in their care. In Europe St. Chrischona has 
promoted tent-missions; in Asia, in 1895, a St. Chris- 
chona,branch of the China Inland Mission was founded 
with eight workers. A department for the training 
of women workers was instituted in later years. 

This evangelism often awakened bitter opposition. 
In one Swiss village a converted woman started meet- 
ings in her home. Certain of her neighbors declared 
they would stop the “Stuendcliwesen” (prayer-meet- 
ing nonsense). Rappard, then a young man, had been 
invited to speak, but on his way to the house was met 
in a retired place by a band of twenty strong men 
who raised him on their shoulders, took him back to 
the station, and remained until the train in which they 
placed him drew out. But he came again and again 
and his patience wore out opposition. Once on a 
steamer deck he was accosted by a voyager who noticed 
he was reading his Testament. “What! Are you_o 
the unenlightened who hold to that book?” The In- 

spector in reply used the opportunity to preach the 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Gospel to him, but the only response was, “I am a 
good sort of man and can get along.” 

“T don’t believe it,” answered Rappard. 

“But what makes you think so?” replied the stranger. 

“Because,” came the straight answer, you are made 
of the same dough as I am.” 

The motive power of the institution is “Kniearbcit” 
(knee-work). Its spirit is humility. “The Lord de- 
sires not outer glory for his Church on earth,” wrote 
Rappard. “What is great among men is repellant to 
Him. Never look down on the lowly. The Lord does 
not scorn it. Let us be klein und rein (humble and 
holy).” His own dogma he summed up in three 
words, “Christ loves me”; his ethic in three others, 
“T love Christ.” The Lord was to him no mere teacher. 
He used to tell how once in his classroom after he 
had spoken of a French physician’s proposal to erect 
a monument to Jesus as humanity’s greatest teacher 
he said to his students, “Where. is really Christ’s 
monument?” As from a single mouth came the an- 
swer, “On Golgotha.” The mere cultivation of the 
old man has, he insisted, no “eternity-value.” ‘That 
which we learn by head alone and not through the 
heart is like fruit tied on a Christmas tree.” 

He taught his students that they were to lock for 
opposition. “This conflict in the midst of the work 
of peace is full of blessing. It is a school of faith 
for evangelists, driving them to seek their comfort and 
power in the Lord. It brings on believers the reproach 
of Christ which is the most blessed adornment a 
Christian can have. Happy the land in which there 
are believing, praying, and praising reproach-bearers. 
We must sow ourselves as seed corn as Christ did.” 

Inspector Rappard on the Continent is looked upon 
as the pioneer of modern evangelization, its reviver in 
its later phases. He was also a man of practical 
power whose management of St. Chrischona was of 
model character. “A Christian,” he was wont to. say, 
“is a man whose life has been brought into order and 
to the inner order should correspond order in outward 
things.” With his friends Arnold Bovet and Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Knobelsdorf he was co-worker in the 
Blue Cross movement for the rescue of drunkards, 
and established close to St. Chrischona a home for 
their care and cure. He was also a great evangelical 
friend of the Jews. Dr. A. Langmesser contributes to 
Rappard’s Memoir the account of his healing after 
four years of agonizing suffering~and repeated oper- 
ations. He had begged him to come to pray with him 
and he did so usually at eventide. ‘The high-priestly 
figure entered the sick room. He would quietly set 
himself by my bedside and talk with me as a father. 
Then he prayed over me with such might and such 
heart earnestness that the room became a sanctuary. 
I recovered and in gratitude dedicated my life to 
Christ’s work.” 

Such was the man! Such his work! A living ex- 
pression of a motto which he once saw in a French 
home and which he made his own. On a si peu de 
temps a s’aimer sur la terre. Oh! awil faut se hater 
de depenser son coeur, “There is so little time to love 
on earth. One must make haste to pour out one’s 
heart.” 





The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 


Readers of The Sunday School Times have shown 
such an interest in Bible cross word puzzles that a 
new department of this sort is commenced in this 


week’s issue, on page 127. The solution of the first 
puzzle will appear in next week’s issue. 

Meantime the editors will welcome letters from 
readers telling how they have already used Bible cross 
word puzzles, or making suggestions as to how these 
may be used in the home circle, or in Sunday-school 
and Bible class work, young people’s societies, and the 
like. The present continent-wide interest in this kind 
of brain-testing offers a legitimate opportunity to test 
one’s knowledge of Bible words and names, and may 
well be used to stimulate Bible study. 


sx 
The Smoke Question 


Will you please answer this question in The Sunday 
School Times: Is it right for the superintendent of a 
Sunday-school to smoke?—A Sunday-school Teacher. 


The form of this question would seem to be rather 
too limited. The Sunday-school superintendent is pre- 
sumably a Christian, and the question is one for all 
Christians to face,— women and girls, unfortunately, 
as well as men and boys, in these days of “liberty” 
and “self expression.” 

There have been a great many true Christians, and 
there are many such to-day, giving their testimony in 
favor of smoking. Even great preachers and evan- 
gelists and Bible teachers can be named among the 
smokers. But there is also a great mu!titude of true 
Christians who are convinced that for themselves smok- 
ing would be sin. 





As a habit it is expensive, unclean, offensive to 
many, harmful to health, and a practise that is pe- 
culiarly characteristic of the lewest, most demoralized, 
and sinful classes of society. There is little that can 
be said in favor of smoking; there is a great deal that 
can be said against it. In view of this, it is difficult 
to believe that the Lord Jesus Christ would have any 
child of God pollute the body, which is the temple of 
the Holy Spirit, by this practise. 


=< 
Dr. Goforth on Feng and China 


No one in America knows Marshal Feng Yu- 
hsiang, the Chinese Christian General, as intimately 
as does Dr. Jonathan Goforth, now at home on fur- 
lough. Dr. Goforth has been through many a spiritual 
campaign with Marshal Feng, and has. had the priv- 
lege of baptizing literally thousands of his soldiers. 
Having lived in China for a generation, Dr. Goforth 
understands the country, its. people, and its peculiar 
national problems. The following letter, therefore, 
is significant and valuable in interpreting the present 
situation in that great land as the result of Feng’s 
unexpected move last autumn hy which the war then 
waging was so suddenly brought to an end. 

Dr. Goforth writes: 


The turn that events have taken in China gives proof 
that Marshal Feng’s action brought about cessation of 
hostilities both speedily and effectively. The new Gov- 
ernment has been recognized by the Powers and is 
functioning nicely. Its financial difficulties have been 
overcome by the seizure of $60,000,000 of the deposed 
President’s property. 

It may have seemed strange to observers on this side 
of the Pacific for Marshal Feng to resign just at a time 
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when a strong man was urgently needed. His action 
was thoroughly Chinese and was sure to catch the Chi- 
nese imagination. All know that the greatest scourge of 
China for years back has been caused by the big militar- 
ists. The Marshal-is a great Christian, and he is also 
@ great patriot. His resignation, which has never been 
accepted, has had the desired effect, for it has brought 
about a very epidemic of resignations: the Manchurian 
war lord has resigned, so has Wu Pei-fu; Chang Fu-lai 
and Li Chi-chen have followed suit, and Chi and Hsiao, 
two great war lords along the Yangtze, have caught the 
epidemic and resigned. 

Marshal Feng has retired to a temple in the mountains 
west of Peking. Two of his most trusted generals have 
control inside of Peking, one as head of police, the 
other as commander of the seventh mixed brigade; and 
the rest of Feng’s army is within sight of him any day 
from his mountain resort. Sun Yat-sen did not catch 
the epidemic of resigning, but it seems that the Al- 
mighty has removed him, therefore China appears tu be 
in a hopeful state of recovery. 








Lewis Sperry Chafer 
Every Week in 
The Sunday School Times 


on the 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 














Sh are few Bible teachers of to-day 

better equipped to teach the fundamental 

—— of the Bible than Lewis Sperry 
afer. 


_ Trained under Dr. C. I. Scofield, and asso- 
ciated with him in closest intimacy in Bible 
study and teaching, Mr. Chafer is in a real 
sense Dr. Scofield’s successor in this field, and 
is completing some of the unfinished tasks of 
this great leader now gone. 


Mr. Chafer’s monumental book on “Grace” is 
probably the fullest Scriptural presentation of 


this heart-theme of the Bible in present-day lit- 
erature. 


His other works are standard text-books on 
their themes,— “True Evangelism,” “Salva- 
‘ tion,” “The Kingdom in History and Prophecy,” 
“Satan,” and “He That Is Spiritual.” 


_ The large and varied character of his work 
is seen from the fact that he is Pastor of the 
Scofield Memorial Church at Dallas, Tex., Sec- 
retary of the Central America Mission, and 
now President of the Evangelical Theological 
College, which is doing a new thing among the 
seminaries of our land in providing both schol- 
arly, intellectual, Scriptural, and spiritual train- 
ing for ministers. 


It is this man that The Sunday School Times 
has invited to lead its readers in their study of 
the Great Doctrines of the Bible during the nine 
months of April to December of this year, as 
outlined in the “Whole Bible Sunday School 
Course” furnished by the Christian Funda- 
mentals Association. 


It is a rare opportunity. The course takes 
up (sometimes devoting several lessons to a sin- 
gle topic) such doctrines as The Bible, The 
Trinity, God the Father, God the Son, The 
Substitutionary Sacrifice, The Resurrection, The 
Second Coming, God the Holy Spirit, Man’s 
Creation and Fall, Satan, Angels, Sin, Law and 
Gospel, Salvation (including salvation from the 


power of sin, or the victorious life), and still 
other rich themes. 


Perhaps never before has The Sunday School 
Times offered its readers such a thoroughgoing 
doctrinal course under the guidance of such a 
masterly teacher as Mr. Chafer. It will be 
equally valuable for the individual’s study, for 
midweek prayer-meeting topics, and for Sun- 
day-school classes of all ages, including adult 
Bible classes. The course ‘will be taught for 
Primary Teachers by Miss Kate Tarlton every 
week in The Sunday School Times, whose les- 


son notes for the past eighteen months have been 
so helpful. 


All this is good news of a remarkable sort to 
pass on to your friends and associates in Chris- 
tian work. Mr. Chafer’s first article will ap- 
pear next month, in the issue of March a1 
containing the lesson for April 5 on “The Bible 
the Word of God.” A Ten Weeks “Get Ac- 
quainted Subscription” may be had for 25 cents, 
and you can send or secure as many such trial 
subscriptions as you please, in order to give 
people a taste of the riches in Bible study that 
lie just ahead. 
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When Missionary Leaders Discussed World Problems 


At the Foreign Missions Convention of the United 
States and Canada, in Washington City 


By Howard A. Banks 














HREE thousand four hundred and eighty en- 

thusiastic delegates from the United States and 

Canada, including representatives from almost 
every church board and society, standing back of 
eighteen thousand missionaries im foreign lands,. took 
Washington City by storm when the Foreign Mis- 
sions Convention met, from January 28 to February 2. 
In addition some nine thousand Washingtonians at- 
tended. But the weather had also taken the capital 
city by storm, and after fighting their way through 
the nor’easter of sleet and snow, the delegates wor- 
shiped and listened in their overcoats and wraps for 
the first three days. The vast new. auditorium in 
Washington at New York Avenue, E Street and Nine- 
teenth Street was not quite finished, but the lack of 
perfect heating arrangements could not dampen the 
ardor of the huge missionary congregation. 

From the welcome address of President Coolidge 
on Wednesday afternoon, to the valedictory message 
by Dr. Robert E. Speer on Monday night, the con- 
vention listened three- times a day to fifty-five set 
addresses, not to speak of innumerable five and ten 
minute speeches in afternoon “simultaneous confer- 
ences.” . 

The management throughout was superb. Dr. Mott 
and his corps of lieutenants left nothing to chance. 
The convention ran like a Pullman car on the rails 
of preparation that had been laid. It was a marvel of 
efficiency. The program itself was a masterpiece in 
richness and variety. So finely was the machinery 
oiled, that the chief engineer of the convention, Mr. 
Fennel P.. Turner, was able constantly to sit on one 
of the rear chairs on the platform and simply watch 
the gigantic meeting move on to its close. The one 
man among the managers who was compelled to work 
like a Trojan all the time was Mr. Hungerford, in 
charge of the press, and his corps of stenographers 
in the basement were continually preparing accurate 
“handouts” for members of both the religious and 
secular press and the press associations. Women both 
presided and spoke, and there were about fifteen hun- 
dred women delegates. 

In front of the platform a stenotype machine was 
worked in relays, so that every address was not only 
recorded but the copy transcribed by the time the 
session was over, and the report of the convention, 
which will surely make a book of six or eight hun- 
dred pages, and which may be ordered for $2.50,4 
was ready for the printer by the time the convention 
closed! The Washington Star characterized the con- 
vention as “a chapter in itself in the history of Prot- 
estantism.” 

_Each speaker stood back of the slender pulpit pro- 
vided with an electrical device for carrying his voice 
to the uttermost parts of the great, hall. Two grand 

janos, one presided over by a kindly-faced, silver- 

aired woman, and the other by a slender, rosy- 
cheeked girl. The former seemed to be the incarna- 
tion of some rich old hymn of the ages, like Ein Feste 
Burg, and the latter of a newer composition, such as 
Dr. F rank Mason North’s “Where cross the crowded 
ways of life,” both favorites of the convention. So 
frequently were speakers referring to tempestuous 
world conditions with non-Christian peoples — hitherto 
submerged masses rising to the point of national self- 
expression — that “Jesus calls us o’er the tumult” had 


to be sung more than any other hymn in the con- 
vention hymnal. 


“Finished Products” Tell of the Need 


Mr. Hurlburt of Africa said that when Theodore 
Roosevelt hunted lions on the Africa Inland Mission 
field he said one day: “I want to see your finished 
product.” He was led from home to home, brick- 
built, window-shuttered, supplied with chimineys and 
fireplaces, clean and neat in every way, and inhabited 
by happy-faced Christian natives. “I like your fin- 
ished product,” Mr. Roosevelt finally commented. No 
speakers received such ovations as the three “finished , 
products” from the Orient. One was Dr..T. Kagawa, | 
‘the Apostle of the Poor,” of Japan, miember of Par | 
liament, reformer, slum worker, and author of Chris- 
tian novels. His “Across the Dead Line” and 
Piercing of the Sun” have had sales of approximately 
300,000 copies.. India sent two representatives, the 
Rev. Bhasker P. Hivale of Bombay, and Professor 
John Jesudason Cornelius, professor of philosophy in 
Lucknow University. The former may be said to be 
a carving in the image of God in ebony, and the latter 
m topaz. Both spoke English well, the latter fluently. 
Professor Cornelius wore a gay turban of bright, vari- 
colored stripes. He said that recently in an Amer- 
ican city he himself and a number of other turbaned 
colleagues came out of a convention hall just as a 
public school was letting out. A group of curious 


1 Send check to Foreign Missions Conference of North 
America, 2 Madison Avenue, New York City. 





Superb organizing power—that was an outstand- 
ing impression made upon those who attended the 
great foreign missions convention so vividly pic- 
tured on this page by Dr. Banks. Many of the of- 
ficials and speakers of this convention, and of the 
various denominational boards represented, are 
genuine statesmen in their vision of | things as they 
are in this world, and in their resourceful power 
to direct and achieve. 


But one cannot follow closely the modern mis- 
sionary enterprise as expressed in a convention of 
this sort, and as officially conducted by most of 
our denominational boards, without realizing that 
the vision of the First Century Church, and the 
Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ himself, have 
largely been lost. New Testament Christianity 
knew but one mission to the lost world: the giv- 
ing everywhere of’the evangel of Christ’s death 
and resurrection as the sinner’s substitute and 
Saviour, and the urgent, life-and-death appeal to 
men to receive this Christ and be saved. But the 
missionary enterprise as conducted to-day is large- 
ly one of world betterment. As the official Pre- 

‘ liminary Statement concerning this convention an- 
nounced, “The convention will... consider the 
application of Christian principles to the regenera- 
tion of humankind.” That utterance is sad evi- 
dence of the fact that this« convention did not 
realize that humankind can never be regenerated by 
Christian principles. Only personal faith in and 
acceptance of Christ as crucified and raised from 
the dead can bring regeneration, or the new 


birth, to a soul. 


One of the outstanding themes of the convention 
was “The Present World Situation.” But the sit- 
uation of the world to-day is no whit different 
from that of the first century, so far as concerns 
the only problems with which Christ authorized 
the Church to deal: sin, lost man, Satan, salvation. 


As Dr. Banks shows, there were true, blessed 
messages delivered at this convention, even as 
there are true, clear-visioned, Gospel-carrying 
missionaries working under almost all the denom- 
inational boardsto-day. But these seem to be more 
and more exceptional; and the real burden of 
evangelization is more and more being carried 
by the interdenominational missions that offer 
salvation from sin as their sole work and ob- 
jective. 








boys followed until one of the Oriental group turned 
and said, “What can I do for you, my boy?” The 
answer from the lad was: “Oh, boy, it speaks!” As 
the convention’s roar of laughter died down, Profes- 
sor Cornelius said that the incident was a parable, and 
that India was speaking to the world to-day, and that 
he on that platform was speaking for India. It was 
inspiring to hear this brilliant East Indian, no doubt 
a man of high caste himself, say that it was a tragedy 
that one can touch a dog or a cat while there are 
60,000,000 human beings in India who are “untouch- 
ables,” and that “untouchability must go” before Chris- 
tianity. 

The convention reached its high-water mark of 
spirituality in the periods of intercession which 
closed the morning sessions. The heart of the vast 
audience was profoundly touched when President W. 
Douglas Mackenzie, of Hartford, led it to the very 
foot of the cross. It was a powerful presentation of 
the meaning of atonement. One of his illustrations 
was taken from the crest of his mother’s clan, which 
was a bleeding heart beneath a crown, while under 
the heart was a winged scroll containing the word 
“Forward.” The Christ whose heart was broken on 
Calvary will be crowned King of kings when we have 
finished our task. Canon H. J. Cody of Toronto, in 
the convention sermon on Sunday morning gave an 
able’ presentation of the theme “The Unsearchable 
Riches’ of Christ.” President J. Ross Stevenson, of 
Princeton Seminary, made a marvelous’ presentation 
of memorized Scripture, when he quoted perhaps thirty 
passages applying to the Christian’s missionary duty, 
without a single look into the Book. And when Mr. 
Robert P. Wilder, of the Student Volunteer Move- 
ment, spoke of “spiritual qualifications for missionary 
service at home and abroad,” he too. stirred the con- 
vention deeply. 

A splendid tribute to the Word of God on the mis- 
sion field was made by Dr. Robert Forgan, of Scot- 
land, who in pointing out instances of the power of 
the Bible showed how a church of three hundred 
Christian members was accidentally discovered in a 
far-away tribe whose leader had picked up a dis- 
carded New Testament. A singularly effective method 


for “winning a province,” described by Watts O. Pye 
of China, appealed to the convention. Hearts were 
touched when Miss Margaret E. Burton described 
conditions of women and children in industry in the 
Far East. The fashion of bobbed hair in the Western 
world has reduced the makers of hair-nets in China 
from 18,000 to 2,000, and these ousted laborers have 
been driven to seek employment in far worse environ- 
ments—in the silk and cotton mills, where West- 
ern machinery has been introduced, but without any 
of the protection for laboring classes supported by 
benevolent Western laws. 

It would require a whole magazine instead of a page 
to particularize about all the good things of the vari- 
ous messengers on the platform. 

The Rev. E. Stanley Jones of India, in brilliant 
language and with deep earnestness, declared that the 
outstanding purpose of missions was to offer just 
“Christ himself” to the non-Christian world. The 
convention greeted a remarkable climax in his per- 
oration with applause: 


“The finished product of the different faiths might be 
stated to be as follows: Greece said, ‘Be moderate — know 
thyself.’ Rome said, ‘Be strong — order thyself.’ Confucian- 
ism says, ‘Be superior — correct thyself.’ Buddhism says, 
‘Be disillusioned — annihilate thyself.’ Hinduism says, ‘Be 
separated — merge thyself.’ Mohammedanism says, ‘Be 
submissive — bend thyself.’ Judaism says, ‘Be holy —con- 
form thyself... Modern materialism says, ‘Be industrious 
—enjoy thyself.’ Modern diletantism says, ‘Be broad — 
cultivate thyself.’ Christianity says, ‘Be Christlike — give 
thyself.’ ” 


Yet few seemed to realize that this is not Chris- 
tianity’s message to the lost world, nor to the lost 
soul, which can neither be Christlike nor give itself. 
It is a message only to the saved, after one has been 
born again by faith in Christ as Saviour. 


Islam’s Menace and How to Meet It 


Dr. Samuel M. Zwemer, giant figure in present-day 
Mohammedan missions, was eagerly heard as he told 
of six thousand Mohammedan converts to Christ in 
Abbyssinia in twenty years, and in Java thirty-five 
thousand converts, and he made a masterly appeal for 
hastening the Gospel to the 234,000,000 descendants 
of Ishmael. Dr. Speer, in presenting “The Unfinished 
Task,” paid tribute to the Apostles’ Creed, and em- 
phasized some of the great fundamental doctrines, the 
Virgin Birth, the Deity of Christ, and the Resurrec- 
tion. He believed it to be “the missionary task of 
government to assert the universal right” of absolute 
religious liberty to every child of God in every nation. 
Three times the United States had dealt with other 
nations in the interest of such liberty for the subjects 
of the nations dealt with. 

Some notes were sounded, at the convention, how- 
ever, which saddened the hearts of not a few. One 
speaker quoted freely from Dr. Fosdick. Dr. Axling 
of Japan rejoiced that “translations of Harry Emnier- 
son Fosdick’s books and Papini’s ‘Life of Christ’ had 
had an unprecedented sale” in Japan. In a sectional 
conference discussing the needs of the printed page on 
foreign fields, missionaries and others had shown the 
necessity for an increased output of inspirational lit- 
erature. Miss Jean Mackenzie had showed that in the 
Cameroons there was need of printed histories to set 
forth the best traditions of past generations there. 
One missionary spoke of having on the borders of 
Tibet in Western China the most far-flung printing 
press in-the world. But it was disconcerting to hear 
the chairman conclude with the statement that it would 
be particularly helpful to have one of Dr. Fosdick’s 
books, among other literature, put quickly into the 
printed page for the various foreign countries! 

Dr. James L. Barton, President of the convention, 
declared that it is by “making. regnant in the char- 
acter and lives of all peoples and nations the princi- 
ples that dominated the life and teachings of Jesus 
Christ” that “this world can be redeemed.” Great 
emphasis was placed on.“mass movements towards 
Christ.” Professor Cornelius declared that ‘“Chris- 
tian missionaries had prepared the ground for Ghandi,” 
who as “the apostle of. soul-force” had “spiritualized 
the national consciousness,” showing the ‘world that 
“the Christ principle of overcoming evil by good is 
practicable, so. that Hindus and Mohammedans are 
studying the Christ way of life, which has through 
Mahatma Ghandi brought such new strength, vitality, 
and unity to our people.” Bishop H. St. George 
Tucker, formerly of the Diocese of Kyoto, Japan, 
regretted that Christianity was not reaching the masses 
in Japan as it ought. “The aim of missionary work 
is the Christianization of the nation,” he said. 

Dr. Diffendorfer of New York said that “the time 
was” when the Gospel was preached because it was 
commanded or in order to save from the wrath to 
come, and that some missionaries were actuated by that 
purpose now, but that to-day, in order to be success- 
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ful, the Gospel must be impelled by the passionate de- 
sire to help; it must have a motive that rests supremely 
on love. Not a few times during the convention the 
past efforts to save the lost from hell were minimized 
as being utterly inadequate. It is true that in the con- 
vention “Christ’s message to the individual” was rec- 
ognized, and one entire address was delivered on that 
subject. But more strongly was the emphasis laid on 
“Christ’s message to society” and “Christ’s message 
to nations and races.” 

One was surprised to hear Dr. John R. Mott say in 
his impassioned appeal for “larger co-operation,” in- 
terdenominational, international, and interracial, that 
the “kingdoms of this world,” which are eventually to 
become the kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ, are 
not only the political kingdoms of earth, but also “the 
kingdom of finance, the kingdom of industry, the king- 
dom of the movies, of the press, of learning, and of 
society.” This enlarged co-operation was to apply to 
all the schools and colleges on the mission fields, but 
no word was spoken by Dr. Mott or any other speaker 
during the convention of the appalling impregnation 
of the majority of the united mission schools, at least 
in China and in India, by a Modernism which denies 
the inspiration of the Scriptures and other fundamental 
doctrines. 

This co-operation principle had already gone to the 
extent of admitting delegates from the Universalist 
Board of Foreign Missions to the convention. 

Silence in regard to the great perils of modern 
mission work, it was felt by some, was misleading 
many of the earnest, enthusiastic delegates who had 
a right to know all the facts. Dr. Stanley Jones, for 
example, who so stirred the convention, spent two 
months in 1923, in retreat at the school conducted 
by Rabindranath Tagore, the great Indian non-Chris- 
tian philosopher and poet, at Shantiniketan, Bolpur, 
Bengal. Teaching English literature, meditating and 
worshiping in this place where, as_he states, the re- 
ligious background 1s the Brahma Samaj, here it was 
that Dr. Jones, according to one of his articles in the 
Indian Witness, “tried to think out messages for the 
coming tours, in this atmosphere so permeated with 
the best of India.” Dr. Jones’ own published account 
of this visit and of Tagore and the school is lament- 
ably lacking in clear vision of the only Gospel and of 
the Name than which there is none for salvation. He 
actually speaks of “the truth that lies at the heart of 
Pantheism” —that Satanic and hoary rejection of God. 

Bishop Brent in speaking of attending the Opium 
Conference at Geneva, and later another group of 
Christian statesmen, said that at its conclusion a Ger- 
man member had said, “We have been together for 
two weeks trying to solve our problems, and yet not 
one word has been spoken about the second coming 
of Christ!” A man in the audience laughed, but 
Bishop Brent protested, “Oh, do not laugh! The man 
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was in earnest.” And the Bishop said that although 
we may not share the view of this man and his 
school of “literalists’ that Christ is to return soon 
“in some dramatic way,” nevertheless he may set us 
a lesson to be looking to heaven itself for help and 
power in bringing in the Kingdom. And thus, some- 
what like the High Priest who once prophesied unwit- 
tingly, did this Christian statesman put ‘his finger for 
the moment on the real and only solution of all hope- 
less world problems—the coming of the Great Re- 
ceiver to take charge of the affairs of a bankrupt and 
blood-soaked world. 


NARBERTH, Pa. 
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Did Christ Die? 
By O. H. White 


a4 question does not refer to the physical death 
of Jesus. No one has any doubt about that. But 
did Christ, the Son, the third person of the Trinity, 
die? Did his spirit, as well as his body, experience 
death? 

Before answering, we must get clearly before us 
just what spiritual death is. Of the woman given to 
sinful pleasure, it is written that she is dead while 
she liveth. , Adam died the day he ate the forbidden 
fruit, not physically but spiritually. By nature, we 
were all spiritually dead in trespasses and sins. Spir- 
itual death is not_annihiliaticn, but @ conscious ex- 
tstence apart from God. 

We have, then, our answer in the Lord’s cry, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” During 
those three dark hours, the spirit of Christ was dead, 
tasting death for every man, taking our place and 
suffering the torments of hell that belonged to us. 
Because he was God—of such infinite worth as com- 
pared to us —it was possible for him in that brief time 
to suffer to the full the penalty for all our sins. 

“None of the ransomed ever knew 

How deep were the waters crossed, 
Nor how dark was the night which the Lord passed 
through 
Ere he found the sheep that was lost.” 


Peter clearly teaches this when he says, “Being put 
to death in the flesh, but made alive [R. V.] in the 
spirit.” When justice had been satisfied, Christ’s 
spiritual life returned, and he said, “It is finished.” 
He then committed his quickened spirit to the Father, 
and laid down his physical life. 

And why the three hours of darkness? May we not 
believe that it was because “The Light of the World” 
was really dead, and there was no light? The “lights” 
of Genesis 1 are literally “light holders.” 


St. Louts. 








to a proud and wealthy man 














Simon: The Silk Merchant of Cyrene 


The “greatest honor” that ever came 


By W. J. May 
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This word picture of one who in such an unusual way shared in the Saviour’s humiliation and suffering comes from 


an English pastor. 


It may prove a valuable sidelight in introducing this week’s International Sunday School Les- 


son ‘‘ The Saviour on the Cross ’’ to your class or school. 


on the quay at the port of Cyrene, in North 

Africa. It was quite early, the red of the sun- 
rise had scarcely faded out of the sky and the wind 
that blew in from the blue Mediterranean was still 
chill with the coolness of the night. The little white 
town with its square, flat-roofed houses seemed scarcely 
awake, but the narrow streets that led down to the 
quay were busy with hurrying people. 

The ship that lay alongside, with its one great brown 
sail hanging loosely on its single mast, was strain- 
ing at the mooring ropes, as if eager to be away, and 
the deck was busy with dark-skinned sailors who were 
actively stowing away the last packages of the cargo 
of ivory from beyond the desert, spices from far- 
spreading gardens, and wonderful robes made in 
strange places. High in the bow where he could see 
all that was being done, stood the captain, a tall man 
with a curling black beard, his robes of the reddish 
purple for which Tyre was famous, girded with a 
golden girdle. 

“If the Lord is gracious and sends us favoring 
winds I shall be able to keep the Passover in Jeru- 
salem as I have done these many years, and next 
year, Rufus, my son, you will be twelve years of age 
and you shall go with me.” 

The speaker was a tall man with a close-cut fair 
beard, a man so tall that he towered head and shoul- 
ders above the crowds of people near him. His robes 
of peacock blue reached to the ground and the hood 
upon his head was bordered with gold. The boy 
at his side promised to be his father over again. A 
mass of gold curls escaped from the red, fez-like cap 
he wore, and long bare legs showed beneath the tunic 
that no longer came near reaching his knees. 

“And may I go also?” called another little lad, who 


"Tenitte was an unusual bustle and excitement 


let go his mother’s hand to pull his father’s sleeve, 
“will you take me to Zion also, my father?” 

Simon, the merchant, bent from his great height and 
lifted the little lad in his arms, “If I should take 
thee also, Alexander, my prince, who would. watch over 
thy mother, and guard my house for me? Some day, 
little lad, when thou art tall as Rufus yonder,” then, 
seeing the tears shining in the little lad’s eyes, “but, 
see, when I come home again, see what I will bring 
thee.” He kissed the little lad and set him on the 
ground at his mother’s side. 

“See, father,” cried Rufus, the elder lad, “the cap- 
tain is beckoning thee, and already the shipmen are 
casting off the ropes. Next year I shall go with thee.” 

He embraced his father warmly, his heart full of 
dreams of the year ahead. Then Simon turned to 
his wife whose head only reached to his great square 
shoulders. 

“Ruth, my beloved,” and his voice was very tender, 
“the Lord God of Israel keep thee under his wings 
whilst we are absent one from another. Peace be 
unto thee.” 

He stepped aboard the ship as the rowers pushed 
her out from the shore, turned again to raise his 
hand in greeting and in a few moments the great 
square sail was bellying with the wind and the ship 
and the great man upon its deck was only a dark speck 
upon the shining blue of the Mediterranean Sea.. 

Many weeks had passed. The shipon which Simon of 
Cyrene had sailed had met with contrary winds and 
had been driven far out of her’ course, so that for 
many days Simon had feared that after all he would 
not be able to eat the Passover in Zion. At last the 
winds had favored them, and they had reached the 
little harbor at Joppa, and Simon had hurried on to 
Jerusalem. 


FEBRUARY 21, 1925 


_ There was a strange tumult and confusion in the 
city. Wherever Simon went he heard men talking of, 
Jesus, the prophet from Galilee, and the wonderful 
works he was doing and the strange things he said. 
Simon’s business took him into the houses of some 
of the princes and rulers of Israel, and he was amazed 
to find how bitterly they spoke about \Jesus. 

“Why speak so evil of this man?” Simon’ asked one 
day at dinner. “Has he not healed the sick? Has 
he not cleansed the lepers? He has raised the dead, 
if all I hear is true. What evil hath he done?” 

“Evil!” half a dozen of the others cried out together, 
“evil? Thou art a stranger in Jerusalem. Hath he 
not spoken blasphemy and declared himself the Son 
of God?” 

“Did he not say that God could raise up sons of 
Abraham out of the stones of the earth?” _ 

“Yea, and tell the people that we Pharisees were 
whited sepulchers.” 

Simon stared from one to another in bewilderment. 

“Yet this Jesus must be a good man or there would 
not be such magic in his hands, They tell me that 
some have been healed who have only touched the 
hem of his garments,” 

The tumult broke out afresh and Simon said no 
more, only some one laughed and asked: “Is Simon 
of Cyrene also among the prophets?” = 

Late on the evening of the Passover Day the rumor 
spread through the crowded city that Jesus the Naz- 
arene had been arrested and carried before Pilate. 
Simon heard it, but paid little attention to it. 

“He has done no evil,” Simon said to himself, “They 
cannot punish him for healing the sick and giving 
sight to the blind.” : 

Simon rose early next morning, as soon as it was 
dawn and went out into the open country toward 
Bethany. He felt he could not breathe in the narrow 
streets of the crowded city, and all he had heard about 
Jesus and this story of his arrest worried him. 

He came near to the city gate and was surprised 
to see a great crowd of people pouring out from the 
city streets, making their way toward the place of 
execution, a bald, scalp-shaped knoll they called Gol- 
gotha. As Simon came nearer his surprise became 
bewilderment. Men’s faces were black with anger 
and their eyes flashing with fury and they were shout- 
ing with hoarse voices; Moreover, many of them were 
clad in the purple and fine linen of the rulers, and 
their robes were torn and disordered. He thought he 
caught a glimpse of a crumpled, soiled head-dress 
that looked like the white linen of a priest. What 
could it mean? What were these people doing in 
such a mob 

The crowd came nearer and the cries broke out 
again: 

“Away with the Nazarene! Death! Death!” 

Simon stood by the side of the road. It was use- 
less to attempt to pass the gate until the mob had 
passed. As he saw the faces of the men and women 
and heard their shameful cries he felt as if his blood 
froze in his veins. A few days before these people 
had hailed the Nazarene as a King, and strewn palm- 
branches before him, and now — 

The mob was even denser now. It was the main 
body of the procession. A body of soldiers marched 
in a hollow square with their tall spears catching the 
sunlight. A soldier marched in the forefront carry- 
ing a parchment on the head of a spear. Simon 
pressed forward to read what was written on it: 


TuHIs 1s JEsus THE KING OF THE JEWS 


and his face went white and he clenched his fists at 
his side as he felt the insult of it. 

Inside the square of soldiers a man staggered along 
with a heavy beam of wood upon his shoulders. 
rough crown of thorns had been pushed upon his head, 
and the white peasant’s garment he wore was all 
stained with blood. Just as he had passed the gate 
he stumbled, the beam of wood fell from his shoul- 
ders and he fell headlong to the ground. 

The procession halted, but no word of pity came 
from any of the people, only cries of hate and bitter- 


ness. 
ie of a Galilean! Vile Nazarene! Away with 

im,” 

Simon could endure it no longer. 

“Why?” he shouted in a great voice, “what evil 
has he done? Has he not healed your sick ones? Have 
not his works been holy? Has he not spoken words 
of peace and love?” 

At first the crowd were too dmazed to interrupt him. 
But as soon as they recovered themselves they turned 
upon him with angry cries arid uplifted hands, and for 
a moment the outlook was serious. 

“Thou also art one of them!” they cried. “Thou 
dost follow the blaspheming dog of a Nazarene! Thou, 
a Jew, to pity a man who has brought shame upon 
our nation and blasphemed the God of our fathers!” 

The tumult attracted the centurion in charge of 
the Roman guard. Even he could see that Jesus could 
not carry his cross any farther. He was staggering 
now as he stood upon his feet. Nor could he ask the 
soldiers to do it. It was too great a shame to put upon 
a Roman. Then he caught sight of this man round 
whom the crowd was raging. It would be a great 
thing to make this tall stranger in his purple fur- 
edged robes come and carry this cross, and obviously 
it would please the mob. 

Two soldiers in brass armor pushed through the 
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crowd and laid hold upon Simon, the silk merchant 
of Cyrene, and m a moment or two the procession 
moved on again and Simon walked beside Jesus, 
carrying his cross. 

At first Simon bit his lips for shame, till the blood 
came. He dared not resist. But that he, a wealthy 
silk merchant, should endure such shame as this, The 
crowd yelled their approval. 

“He followed the Nazarene; let him follow him 
now.’ 

Simon would never tell what happened during the 
journey. “I was not worthy,” he would say when 

others urged him to tell them. Only those who were 
watching saw that as Simon took up the cross Jesus 
looked at him and his lips moved as if He spoke some 
word of gratitude. No one heard it, but as ‘Simon 
looked at Jesus that morning the shame faded out of 
his face and the merchant in his costly dress walked 
between the soldiers bearing Christ’s cross, and did 
not blush, only smiled a little as though he were proud. 


It was the day of Pentecost. The temple was 
thronged with people, and crowds were round a group 
of men who were saying something about Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

A short, grizzled man in a rough fisherman’s coat 
was speaking to the largest of the crowds, but others 
were also speaking in other courts. In one corner a 
man stood who was so tall that he seemed to look over 
other men’s heads, and grouped around him were 
men who looked somewhat different from the others. 
They were, for the most part, better dressed than the 
majority of the people, and were dark of skin as 
though they lived in some land of-blazing sunshine. 

“Jews from the parts of Libya about Cyrene,” some 
one said they were. 

“IT am known unto you all, brethren,” the speaker 
went on, “I am Simon, the silk merchant of Cyrene. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


You know the shame the Roman soldiers put upon 
me on the day Jesus died on Calvary, how they com- 
pelled me to bear his cross. That was the greatest 
honor that has ever come to me or that ever will 
come. They crucified Jesus. I saw him die out yon- 
der at Golgotha, but Jesus lives to-day, He was the 
Messiah we had all been looking for, yet when he 
came none of us recognized him, Yet now if you will 
but repent and be. baptized for the remission of your 
sins God will have mercy upon you.” 

So Simon went on and many Jews from his own 
town of Cyrene and the country round about believed 
on Jesus that day because of his word. 


It was long before Simon had completed all of his 
business and reached his home at Cyrene again. But 
one evening on the flat roof of a house that looked 
out over the Mediterranean, Simon, the silk merchant 
of Cyrene, told Ruth his wife, and his two boys, Rufus 
and Alexander, of all that happened to him in Jeru- 
salem, and of Jesus the Messiah who had died for 
them; and they, too, gave themselves to Jesus, 

Many years afterward they left Cyrene and went 
to Rome, and Rufus and Alexander got to know many 
of the men who had known Jesus. Peter stayed at 
their house sometimes and the boys sat with the old 
man who could tell them many stories of Jesus no 

one else could tell in just the same way, and John 
Mark, the stump-fingered, came toc. St. Paul knew 
that house well, and the boys would hear him tell of 
the great adventures he had had in so many places. 
He loved to come there. He said in one of his letters 
that Ruth was as kind as a mother to him, and Rufus 
was a choice Christian. 

Simon, the silk merchant of Cyrene, the man who 
carried Christ’s cross on the first Good Friday, is a 
man we do well to remember. 


Gosport, Enc. 








The Sunday School 


Four factors that make soul-winning the 
normal activity of a healthy school 








That Wins the Lost 


By Louis Entzminger 














that: writes on its banner in large letters, as its 

chief aim, WINNING THE LOST 
CHRIST. There must first be a strong purpose in 
the hearts of its leadership. Somebody must resolve 
that it is to be. If there is this high resolve in the 
hearts of the leadership, from the pastor on through, 
it will be done. 


I. Way THE FiELD IN WuHIcH THE SUNDAyY-SCHOOL 
OPERATES OFFERS THE GREATEST OPpoRTUNITY 


As the author sees it, the Church’s greatest field 
for soul-winning is the field in which the Sunday- 
school operates. 


1. The Sunday-school provides an organization for 
finding the lost. In that great passage where the Mas- 
ter said, “The Son of man is come to seek and to save 
that which was lost” (Luke 19:10), we have never 
yet placed the proper emphasis on the little word 
“seek.” It implies that we are not to sit down and 
wait for people to come. We are to find them. . The 
Sunday-school is amply able through its organization 
to search the streets and lanes of the city, and even 
the highways and hedges, as diligently as the woman 
sought the lost coin in the very room in which she 
lived, and as the shepherd on the mountain, in ravine, 
and cave sought the lost sheep. Jesus was constantly 
seeking the lost. 


2. The Sunday-school is the one institution organized 
definitely for reaching people of all ages and classes. 
It is graded and departmentized, and all the way from 
the Cradle Roll to the Home Department in depart- 
mental and class organization, is prepared to reach out 
and bring in the people. The outstanding idea in all 
this organization is to bring in the people to the Gos- 
pel feast. No other organization is for that specific 
purpose. 

3. It is the one organization with the message: of 
life—the heavenly dynamic, which is the power. of 
God unto salvation, and if it is doing its work as it 
should, it is not only teaching the Word of Life to 
its. membership, but the greater part of—its member- 
ship above the non-studying age. ¢s also hearing. the 
message from the pulpit, It offers an unlimited field 
of opportunity for winning the lost. 


II. Toe Sunpay ScHoot ORGANIZATION IS THE 
Force with WuiIc#H To WIN 
1. The Pastor —tThe pastor, as leader of the forces, 
will exercise his prerogative here it. keeping constantly 


T HE Sunday-school we have in mind is the school 





The remarkable series of thirteen articles on “The Sun- 
day School Transformed,” by Mr. Entzminger, closes with 
this article. The entire series, together with additional 
material and numerous illustrations of the record system 
that Mr. Entzminger has so effectively used, will be pub- 
lished by The Sunday School Times Company in book form, 
to be entitled “The Sunday School Transformed,” and will 
be ready during the spring. The price will be about $:.so, 
and full announcement will be made later. 


before the organization the supreme task for which 
this institution has been created. His prayers, his 
personal example, his constant compassion, expressed 
in word and deed, his constant urging of this matter 
in all the services, will necessarily have to be the pre- 
dominant influence upon this band of soul-winners. 

2. The Superintendent.—It is practically impossible 
to make the Sunday-school really a soul-winning in- 
stitution unless the superintendent impresses upon the 
corps of trained workers under his leadership the fact 
that this is the supreme task. He, too, in word and 
deed will set the pace in soul-winning. 


3. The Departmental Sup?rintendent.—These leaders, 
too, have to make winning lost souls the supreme 
passion of their lives, and their conferences with the 
officers and teachers of the department and in the con- 
duct of their programs, and in their prayers, will mani- 
fest great interest in the salvation of the lost in their 
departments. 

4. The. Teachers—The teacher will also manifest 
this spirit in many ways. Their prayers should be 
characterized by intercession for the lost. In the 
preparation of their lesson, regardless of what the 
theme may be, there should be a message for any who 
are unsaved in the class, showing them the way of life 
and urging their acceptance of Christ. This is ex- 
ceedingly important. There is scarcely a lesson that 
would be selected between the covers of the Bible 
but that somehow, some way, would give opportunity 
for an appeal to the lost in the class. 


5. The Class Officers—The class officers of the or- 
ganized classes should all be impressed with the fact 
that they are an important part of this soul-winning 
band, and their interest and activity should be enlisted 
in winning the lost in the classes. 


6. Some Training—The Sunday-school officers and 
teachers, with the class officers, constitute all the per- 
sonal workers’ organization necessary in the church. 
Why seek: to organize a “Personal Soul-Winning 
Band” when already the personnel of the Sunday- 
school organization, as a rule, is the cream of the 
church’s membership in character, intelligence, spir- 
ituality, devotion, and loyalty? If the pastor of a 
church can’t mold and develop this force into a soul- 
winning band, he is wasting time to try to look else- 
where for a band of personal soul-winners, If he 
can’t win with them, he will win without them, or 
most likely he will not win at all. 


III. Tae Facts Neeven SHoutp Be Avar- 
ABLE AND PRESENTED 

There is no place in all the world where there is 
more generalizing or so little definite effort put forth 
as in the work of soul-winning, Who is to be won 
in the class, in the department, in the Sunday-school ? 
Who are the lost? Let us find out who they are 
and how many there are. 


1. The Records.—If the Sunday-school records are 
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of the right kind and properly kept, the secretary 
of the Sunday-school with little effort can provide a 
list in every class and department of those who are 
church-members and of those who are not. The Sun- 
day-school that does not keep this information and 
keep it up to date, is deficient at a crucial point. We 
ought always to be able to make up from our Sun- 
day-school records a list of those who are not church- 
members, who, as a rule, would be lost. If this be 
impossible, there is another course to pursue. 


2. A Census of the Sunday-School_—Put census 
cards, similar to those described in the second article 
of this series, in the hands of all the teachers and 
secure the information necessary. From this a list 
of the lost can be made up. When once this informa- 
tion is secured, enter it on the records and keep it up. 


3. A Census of the Community—This would lead 
us beyond the present Sunday-school membership and 
open up to us a still larger field for winning the lost, 
and should be a part of the plan of the Sunday-school 
at least once a year, if not twice, and certainly pre- 
ceding every revival campaign or promotion day. 

4. Visualizing the Task.—Do not stop at securing 
these facts, but display them. In class meetings put 
up before the class the fact that “five of the members 
of our class are unsaved, let’s remember them in 
prayer.” Or in the departmental conferences, “so 
many in our department are lost.” Or, what is bet- 
ter, have a list of those who are not Christians and 
display it before the teachers: “Here are the names 
of the lost ones in our department, let’s pray for them.” 
And in the meetings of all officers and teachers of the 
school the superintendent will display on a chart on the 
wall, or on the blackboard, the names of the unsaved 
in the Sunday-school and will urge prayer for them. 

ake up a “work-sheet,” on which place the names 
of all the lost in the Sunday- school, and keep it up 
to date, striking off the names of individuals as they 
are won, and adding the names of new scholars as 
they come in. This securing and keeping facts before 
the workers is absolutely necessary, if we are to keep 
up interest and secure sympathetic co-operation in 
prayer and teaching and personal work for the unsaved, 
This is the weakest place, so far as method is con- 
cerned, in all our activities to win the lost to Christ. 


IV. Tue Fruit Must Be GATHERED 


We have before us now the field, the force, the 
facts —all of which present a glorious opportunity 
for winning the lost to Christ, but gathering the fruit, 
reaping the harvest, is, after all, the important thing. 
Do not let us organize and train and secure facts and 
spend our time alone at these things. Let us do 
the reaping. 

1. The Environment.—Here is an exceedingly import- 
ant thing. The right atmosphere or environment is 
absolutely necessary. That can be created, if the pas- 
tor will make up his mind that “this institution is to 
be a soul-winning institution,” and in all conferences, 
church official meetings, prayer-meetings, preaching 
services, everywhere and at all times, will make this 
stand out. He will soon have an atmosphere in which 
it will be easy to win people. He will not have to 
preach a sermon to the lost every time he preaches. 


2. Teachers’ meetings will especially emphasize this 
work where plans for personal. work among their 
pupils and ‘special lessons to be taught will be dis- 
cussed and emphasiz 

3. Departmental ond class prayer-meetings from 
time to time for the lost will help in the reaping of 
the harvest. 


4. Special efforts will be made in the departments 
and classes to touch some who may not come to the 
preaching services, and there is always necessity for 
this kind of thing, as there are some who can be 
reached effectively that possibly could not be reached 
otherwise. 

5. In the regular services, of course, regardless of 
what the theme of the preacher’s message may be, he 
will always close the services both morning and eve- 
ning with an earnest appeal to the lost to trust Christ 
and confess him. This will be the crowning effort, if 
all the other work has been done. A little personal 
work during the invitation by teachers and officers 
and members among the iost, perhaps more a word 
of encouragement to them than anything else to make 
oe eer to Christ, and there will be a perpetual 
reviva 


6. Recognition—We are none of us working for 
earthly rewards. Our rewards are in Heaven. But it 
is exceedingly important and practical that some rec- 
ognition or special mention be made of those who are 
engaged in the soul- -winning work and winning the 
lost. If a bulletin is printed in which appears 
the names of those uniting with the church the pre- 
vious Sunday, it would be an easy thing to mention 
the name of the teacher of the class of which they 
are members. : 

We believe that these simple suggestions are prac- 
tical. We know they are, in fact, for we have seen 
them tried and tested, and where methods similar are 
used in the right spirit, there will be a perpetual re- 
sponse to the Gospel of Christ. Pecple will be con- 
fessing him and uniting with the church fifty-two 
weeks in the year, which, we believe, is as it should be. 

Lonewoon, FLa. 
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Shembe, Zulu Christian Leader 


Bright gleams in heathen darkness, as glimpsed 


By Ernest Gordon 














sion school carried on on Scriptural lines by 

Miss Hoover and Miss Lucke, American women 
who have made great sacrifices of strength and per- 
sonal property for the cause. It is training young 
Zulu men and women for Christian’ work. Recently 
a Zulu youth by the name of Johannes applied for 
admission. He has proved to be a splendid fellow, 
full of zeal for the instruction of his people and, as 
it has turned out (although this was not known for 
months after he had entered), son of the famous 
Shembe, a Zulu prophet and healer. 

Sixteen years ago this Shembe established a native 
community on a hillside at Inanada, a short motor ride 
from Durban. The huts were well built and the 
streets have been kept clean. Shembe is now about 
sixty, of intellectual bearing. He speaks no English. 
He has made a careful study of the Bible in Zulu 
and guides his community according to its teaching. 
Even as a boy he felt that he had a mission in life, 
and when taken sick appealed to God for healing. 
His recovery led him to emphasize the prayer of faith. 
He opposes the witch doctors, referring to Leviticus 
19:31: “Do not look at wizards, do not seek doctors, 
that ye be defiled by them. I am the Lord.” 

His simple and direct Biblical teaching strongly im- 
presses his converts. The Lord’s Supper is celebrated 
three times in the year. Shembe declares that his only 
interest is the saving of souls and the healing of dis- 
ease. This Zulu leader has abandoned his polygamous 
relationships, given up cattle and land, made of 
his village community property, taught his followers 
that one’s greatest duty is toward one’s neighbor. His 
adherents are steadily growing from day to day and 
many are being healed by the laying on of hands. 

And now his, gifted son has come under the influ- 
ence of the devoted missionaries of this Scriptural 
faith-mission at Netley House. Whatever admixture 
of the eccentric and crude may have appeared in 
Shembe’s movement will through this channel no doubt 
find its correction. 


. Students Come From All Parts of South Africa 
to Netley House. Under Miss Hoover’s able super- 
vision the land has been cleared, plowed, fertilized, 
and planted to corn, vegetables, and fruit. The boys 
have -been taught to build chicken runs. They have 
learned the value of eggs as a food and of butter, 
which they make at the school. Prominent chiefs 
write that the returned students are introducing these 
things into native communities. 

Two students have already gone out as evangelists, 
both sons of prominent chiefs, and one of these evan- 
gelists has succeeded his father, ruling over thou- 
sands of natives. The property’ is valued at twenty- 
five thousand dollars, on which Miss Lucke made the 
first two payments. She also put five thousand dollars 
into initial expenses for furniture, the clearing of land, 
and the like. This is all she possesses. Miss Hoover 
has sacrificed opportunities for teaching at high salary, 
both in the United States and in South Africa, The 
address of the Detroit Council for Netley House is 
924 Hazlewood Avenue, Detroit, Miss Mary A. Moody, 
Secretary. 


Of One Accord in One Place.—Bishop Warne of 
the American Methodist mission in India recounts the 
apostolic things which are taking place in connection 
with the Mass Movement. A conference was held just 
before he left for home. Hindu Christian ministers 
were called together by their two district superintend- 
ents for prayer and study of the New Testament teach- 
ing regarding the Holy Spirit. 

The grove selected had in its center four great trees, 
under the shade of which they sat in prayer and medi- 
tation. They were without chairs, tables, or other 
equipment. The special object of consideration was 
the teaching of The Acts regarding the Holy Spirit. 
After collective study they withdrew for private prayer, 
each under a special tree. 

“One of those splendid young Indian preachers, a 
theological graduate, told me that he selected one of 
the great banyans and that while alone, praying over 
ene of God's promises, the Spirit as suddenly as a 
flash of lightning, filled him with such joy that he 
leaped: into the air. 

“We ran and told the others, ‘and while they prayed 
the Spirit fell upon each of them ‘as at the beginning.’ ” 

Back into the villages they went and told the story 
of “the Bagalbhwi blessing.” The same experience 
came upon simple Christian villagers. 

“Soon after this I held the annual conference. There 
are eight districts within this conference, and the out- 
pouring of the Spirit had been on the preachers of 
all but two. These two arranged a meeting in which 
there was to be nothing but prayer. The blessing 
came to them also. This continued until the leaders 
. in a community of seventy thousand Christians were 


Nees House near Durban, Natal, is a mis- 


clothed with power from on high, A thousand bap- 
tisms in a month has followed.” 


Two institutions which owe their existence to 
native initiative are described in a recent bulletin of 
the American Presbyterian Board. An oid ladies’ 
home in Peking supported wholly by non-Christian wo- 
men is modeled on the lines of a similar home started 
by Christian Chinese twenty-one years ago, and is 
managed by a Presbyterian Chinese woman. Under 
her earnest guidance three-fifths of the inmates have 
turned to Christ. In Tokyo the “Schoo! of Freedom” 
(started by a Christian woman-editor, though not in 
name a Christian institution) has daily grace at table, 
Bible study in upper classes, a weekly religious serv- 
ice for the whole school with a sermon, always by 
one of the most stirring preachers in Japan. Two of 
the teachers, Mrs. Hani and Mrs. Kawado, are Chris- 
tians, deeply interested in the conversion of the girls. 
The class sang “How Firm a Foundation” at the grad- 
uating exercises of the first commencement, last April, 
and the watchword of the school is, “Let your Light 
so Shine.” This school is maintained by Japanese 
without any aid from any mission. 


Social Fruits of Christian Missions.—In the last 
report of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions 
one reads of many of the innumerable by-products of 
foreign missions. The fruit-raising industries in Shan- 
tung were established by Dr. John L. Nevius, and the 
enormous and remunerative crop of peanuts raised 
each year throughout North China comes from se- 
lected American seed which Dr. Mills used to carry 
along on his preaching tours to give to the poverty- 
stricken farmers. Many missions have become centers 
for improved methods of agriculture, forestry, and ani- 
mal husbandry, and the whole Pai Hua (common 
speech) movement in recent times under the lead of 
the New Tide, or Renaissance, can be traced back to 
the translation of the Scriptures. . 

In the last 267 years there have been 1,068 famines, 
an average of four a year. The Famine Prevention 
Program has $900,000 (which was the balance of the 
American China Famine Fund placed at the disposal 
of the departments of agriculture of the two mission 








Canon Guilford of the Church Missionary Society, who 
has worked for forty yeafs among the Sikhs, is so popu- 
lar that small clay images of him have been sold in the 
shops! When he began in the Sikh town of Tarn Taran 
there were but two Christians, and both went back to 
heathenism for money. In his period of work three thou- 
sand two hundred and thirty souls have been added to the 
church by baptism .in the town and district alone, and 
there are forty-four village congregations besides. A 
large leper village with two homes for untainted children 
is one of his successful enterprises. 


“The Bookshop of Nigeria” belongs to the Church Mis- 
sionary Society and is a central depository in Lagos, with 
branches in many of the greater towns of Nigeria. Its 
head is a layman, a Mr. Wakeman, and the very consid- 
erable profits from the sale of school materials and school 
books accrue to general mission work. There is a travel- 
ing bookshop which does an active business. Last year 
sales included 16,784 Yoruba Bibles, 5,237 Ibo Bibles, 4,445 
English Bibles, 1,914 Hausa Scripture portions, 14,597 Yo- 
ruba prayer-books, 9,851 Yoruba hymn-books, and 35,603 
Yoruba reading books. 


The Methodist Church in India is presenting imposing 
statistics nowadays,—four hundred and fifty thousand 
members, twelve hundred Sunday-schools, with two hun- 
dred thousand scholars. Last year, according to Bishop 
Fisher, forty-three thousand special revival meetings were 
held, with over a-million in attendance. Six hundred and 
seventy-five heathen shrines were destroyed during this 
season by village people who had turned from idolatry to 
the living Christ. During these meetings 9,686 persons 
were baptized. “The days of the apostles are again upon 
us,” is the bishop’s comment. 


In Santiago, Chile, there is a book depository operated 
jointly by Presbyterian and Methodist missions, known as 
El Sembrador, the Sower. Prejudice against evangelical 
Christianity has so far ebbed in the Chilian capital that 
El Sembrador is able to advertise in the leading news- 
papers, and some of the foremost professors in the national 
university are customers of the new bookshop. The shop 
is within a block of the main square of the city, and. for 
the first time it is possible to buy a Bible in the business 
end of the capital. 


Sixty Thousand Copies of Scripture, in portions or whole 
Testaments, have been sold to Roman Catholics in Ire- 
land by the colporteurs of the Irish Mission. These col- 
porteurs all bear testimony to the ever increasing friend- 
liness with which they are everywhere received and to the 
growing willingness of the people not ‘only to buy Scrip- 
tures but to have them read and explained. Last year the 
sale of Scriptures to Roman Cathelics was almost twelve 
thousand, while in thousands of homes where no sale was 
made the message of pardoning grace was proclaimed. 


universities at Nanking and Peking) to end these 
scourges. The agricultural institutes at the University 
of Nanking provide lectures on growing American 
cotton, plowing demonstrations, lantern slide talks on 
better cultivation, on the evils of gambling, and so on, 
with evangelistic field day on Sundays. 

_ Large numbers of boys and girls studying in mis- 
sion schools give voluntary summer service of a month 
or six weeks to teaching in Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools. Thousands of children,—to be exact 54,- 
871,—in_village and city were last year thus brought 
into a Christfan atmosphere. The number of these 
schools is 1,123, with 4,808 teachers. 


-Why a Siamese Believed the Gospel.—This logi- 
cal confession comes from a blind Siamese, a remark- 
able man who climbs his own cocoanut trees, some of 
them forty feet high, does his own marketing and 
cooking, and otherwise shows his independence of his 
infirmity. When the way of life was explained to 
him by an American Presbyterian missionary he said, 

“I feel bound to believe you. No man will leave 
the land of his birth and go half way round the world 
and live for years among strangers just to preach a 
false doctrine. i 
love your God and want others to worship also the 
Great Being’ you trust and believe in. That you should 
be interested enough in me and my afflicted son to ex- 
plain to us so very carefully your message is an un- 
heard of experience for me. No worshipers of other 
religions have taken the interest in me that you have. 
I have lived nearly fifty years on this island. There 
are fifty Buddhist priests here, but they do not seem 
to care for my future welfare.” 

G The man is now under instruction of native Chris- 
ians. 


The Sorrowful Happenings in China, — civil war, 
brigandage, chaos, are bringing thoughtful Chinese 
to the conviction that spiritual reconstruction must 
ever precede political and social reconstruction. This 
conviction finds expression in an essay of a Chinese 
girl on Chinese Independence Day, which was read 
at the celebration in the Kachek Girls’ School, Hainan. 
_“China,” she said, “is like this. It is like a great 
big strong man desperately sick with malaria. The 
chills that make him cold and-the fever that make 
him hot are fighting in him like the northern and 
southern. parties and armies. You all know how mis- 
erable you feel when you have fever and how it is 
just impossible to get up and move, even when some 
one comes to make you get up. And China, sick on 
her great wide bed, is being forced to get up and 
move. (The reference is to foreign interference.) 
But what are you going to do for a_ sick person like 
that? Of course you are going to call a doctor. China 
has called her Buddhist and Taoist priests, but they 
cannot even relieve her outside illness. She needs a 
supreme physician that can pierce through bone and 
marrow, the Holy Spirit and the Gospel.” 


Hospital Sunday.—In some parts of China the mis- 
sionaries are urging upon the churches the institu- 
tion of Hospital Sunday to remind the Chinese Chris- 
tians that the care of the sick and suffering is a natu- 
ral and integral part of the church’s work. One can- 
not always tell how much may come from such re- 
minders. On St. Luke’s day, October 18, 1846, Dr. 
Muhlenberg quietly. announced to his congregation that 
one-half of the offerings of the day would be laid 
aside as the nucleus of a fund for the building. of a 
church hospital. <A little over thirty dollars was real- 
ized. When asked at the close of the service when he 
expected to build his hospital he replied, “Never, if 
I don’t make a beginning.” From that acorn has 
grown the towering St. Luke’s Hospital on Morning- 
side Heights, New York. In the old St. Luke’s the 
hospital wards were so built as to radiate from a cen- 
tral chapel, so that Dr. Muhlenberg’s splendid voice 
could be heard to the remotest and he used to 
say that he was able to preach the spel in the ag- 
gregate to more souls than the rectors. of the largest 
city churches. What a delightful precedent that would 
be for China. 


A Bulgarian bought a New Testament from Col- 
porteur Manoloff and his: whole point of view was 
changed by reading it. For,once, instead of studying 
the Word, he had busied himself with kissing ikons, and 
unfortunately being, like Zaccheus, little of stature, 
when he reached up to kiss Saint George his kps 
would ever fall on the foul shape of the dragon be- 
neath. Strain on tiptoe as he would, to his discom- 
fiture, as he expressed it, he “always hit the snake.” 
This troubled him, for how could he be held guiltless 
of paying homage to the enemy of the saint? But the 
emancipating light of the Scripture has cleansed his 
life of all such idolatry and fears. 


New Hampron, N. H. 


I can tell by your voice that you truly: 
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Lesson for March 8 
Luke 23 : 33-46 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 8 THE SAVIOUR ON THE CROSS 
International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 23 : 33-46 
Golden Text.—He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not also with him freely give us all things ?—Rom. $3: 32 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By W. Graham Scroggie 


Foreword 


N THIS lesson the Veil which hitherto had not al- 

lowed men access to the Holiest of All, God’s im- 

mediate Presence, is rent (v. 45), so that now we 
may “come boldly to the Throne of Grace.” 
himself opened the way, for the Veil was rent “from 
the top” (Mark 15:38). Have you entered in? 


The Historical Setting 


There is no need to say anything about the im- 
mediate setting, except that our Lord was on the Cross 
for six hours, from 9 o'clock to 3 o'clock on the Fri- 
day of Passion Week. ‘ 

But_a word must be said about the place of the 
Crucifixion in the whole redemptive plan of God. And 
first, it is central in revelation. The Old Testament 
leads up to the Cross, and the New Testament flows 
out from the Cross. In the Old Testament the Sac- 
rifices prescribed by the Law point to “the Lamb of 
God”; and it is he as the Lamb slain for us that the 
types foreshadow, the prophets predict, and of whom 
the psalmists sing. Take Calvary out of the Old Tes- 
tament._and there is nothing left worth preserving. And 
in the New Testament the Cross is central in the story 
of the Evangelists; it is also the dominating theme 
of the Apostles; and at the end, in the Vision of the 
Seer, it shines with undimmed luster, for there it is the 
Lamb that is in the midst of the Throne. The Cross 
is at the heart of the Gospel. Take the heart out of 
anything and say how long it will survive! “We 
preach”; but what? “Christ crucified.” 

In the next place the Cross is central in history. 
The Redeemer is the focus of human story. Time 
breaks on him into two, B. C. and A. D. He stands 
in the midst of the ages and gives to them their chief 
significance, and is their only explanation and hope. 
History is his story. 

And finally, the Cross is central in experience. What 
makes any life worth while is the presence of the 
Saviour in it. What intellect can establish, intellect 


_can overthrow, but experience is unchallengeable. Re- 


ligion is more than theology. One may be a good the- 
ologian and a bad Christian; another may be a good 
Christian and a bad theologian. Our theology will get 
straightened out some day, but what matters supremely 
now is that we be good Christians, and this we are 
only as the Cross of Christ is central in our experience 


and sovereign in our life. 


The Expository Meaning 

Verse 33.—Calvary. This name is from the Vul- 
gate (Latin) Version, 4nd has the same meaning as 
have the Greek and the Hebrew, namely, “a skufl.” 
The Greek is Kranion, from which our word cranium 
comes. The Hebrew, Golgotha (John 19:17), occurs 
in Judges 9:53. This hillock is called The Skull be- 
cause of its shape. This is “the green hill far away, 
outside the city wall; where the dear Lord was cruci- 
fied, who died to save us all.” The malefactors; from 
two Greek words meaning evil-worker. Matthew calls 
them robbers. 

Verse 34.—Forgive them. 


The first of the Seven 
Sayings from the Cross. 


Jesus did not say “forgive 


me.” Why? They cried, “crucify”; he cried, '‘“for- 
give.” Great was their iniquity, but greater was his 
grace. They know not. Who? The Jews or the Ro- 


mans; or both? Hits garments. Every cross was 
guarded by four soldiers. The four by Christ’s Cross 
distributed his clothes among themselves, knowing that 
he would never wear them again. For one piece they 
“cast lots” (Psa. 22: 18). - 


Verses 35, 36.—The people; the rulers; the soldiers. 
The crowd silently, and perhaps with pity, beheld 
Jesus. The rulers derided him, From mukter, the 
nose, comes mukterizo, to contract the nose in con- 
tempt (occurs Gal. 6:7; you cannot “turn up your 
nose” at God) ; here is also the prepositional prefix ek. 
The soldiers mocked him. This also is a word-picture. 
Pais means a child, whence paizo, to play in the man- 
ner of children; add to this en, on,'and-you have. the 
word in our verse empoizo, to play upon, ‘meaning he 
to treat with contempt. Observe, the mialefactors di 
not receive’ any attention; all the hatred was concen- 
trated upon Jesus. Why? 

Verse 36.—Vinegar. Mentioned three times in con- 
nection with the crucifixion. Early, when Jesus tasted 
it (Matt. 27: 34); later, when in mockery it was put 
to his lips, then snatched away (our text); finally, 
when Jesus asked for and received it (John 19: 28-30). 
The vinegar. was sour wine. 


Verse 38.—Greek, Latin, Hebrew; omitted by Luke 
(R. V.), but stated by John (19:20). The title on 
the Cross was furnished by Pilate (John 19: 19). 
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33 And when they came unto the place which is called 
21 The skull, there they crucified him, and the malefactors, 
one on the right hand and the other on the left. 34 ? And 
Jesus said, Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do. And parting his garments among them, they cast 
lots. 35 And the people stood beholding. And the rulers 
also scoffed at him, saying, He saved others; let him save 
himself, if this is the Christ of God, his chosen. 36 And 
the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, offering him 
vinegar, 37 and saying, If thou art the king of the Jews, 
save thyself. 38 And there was also a superscription over 
him, THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

39 And one of the malefactors that were hanged railed 
on him, saying, Art not thou the Christ? save thyself and 
us. 40 But the other answered, and rebuking him said, 
Dost thou not even fear God, seeing thou art in the same 
condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly; for we receive 
the due reward of our deeds: but this man hath done 
nothing amiss. 42 And he said, Jesus, remember me when 
thou comest *in thy kingdom. 43 And he said unto him, 
Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in 
Paradise. 

44 And it was now about the sixth hour, and a darkness 
came over the whole ‘land until the ninth hour, 45 ° the 
sun’s light failing: and the veil of the ‘temple was rent 
in the midst. 467And Jesus, crying with a loud voice, 
said, Father, into thy hands I. commend my spirit: and 
having said this, he gave up the ghost. 


1 According to the Latin, Calvary, which has the same 
meaning. 2Some ancient authorities omit And Jesus 
said, Father, forgive them; for they know not what 
they do. *Some ancient authorities read into thy king- 
dom. ‘Or, earth ®Gr. the sun failing. °Or, sanctuary 
7Or, And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he 
said. 
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Verse 39.—One railed on him. At the beginning both 
robbers censured or reproached Jesus (Matt. 27: 44; 
Mark 15:32) (onetdizo). Later,. one changed his 
mind, and the other blasphemed (blasphemeo). If 
thou be Christ; rather, Art not thou the Christ (R. 
V.); less expressive of doubt. What this man said is 
but an echo of -what the rulers had said (v. 35). 

Verse 40.—Dost thou not even fear God? Not even 
(oude). As, strictly speaking, one can blaspheme only 
God, this robber is rebuking the other for the blas- 
phemy of verse 39. He had not feared men; he might 
at least fear God, seeing he was dying. But is there 
more in the rebuke than this? Is the penitent thief 
acknowledging that the dying Christ between them is 
God? Verse 41 looks in that direction. 


Verse 41.—We receive; literally, receive in full 
(apolambano), the due reward (axios), what is com- 
parable to. Our deeds. ‘This word is not a substan- 
tive, but a verb, “we receive what is comparable to 
what we did.” The tense is the aorist, pointing to 
the act for which they were then dying. Hath done. 
This is the same verb, and in the same tense; “this 
(man) did nothing improper.” 

Verse 42.—Omit Lord, and read, “he said, Jesus, 
remember me...” In thy kingdom; some manuscripts 
read into. The latter would point to Christ’s corona- 
tion beyond his sufferings; the former tells of his 
Second Advent in glory, and is, no doubt, the true 
reading. The title above Jesus’ head, put there in 
mockery, this criminal believes to be true, and beyond 
that shameful exodus he sees a glorious advent. Re- 
member me. All he asks is not to be forgotten. 


Verse 43.—To-day. It is not, Jesus said to him that 

day, that some day he would be with him in Paradise. 
Such a reading is a clumsy invention to buttress up 
the theory that the soul sleeps in the grave. No, Jesus 
and the thief were together that day in Paradise, In 
Paradise, not in purgatory. 
_ Verse 44.—The sixth hour; that is, 12 noon, accord- 
ing t0 Jewish reckoning. Jesus had then been on the 
Cross three hours (Mark 15:25). The sixth hour of 
John 19:14 is according to Roman, not Jewish, reck- 
oning and so is not a discrepancy. The darkness lasted 
from 12 noon until 3 o’clock. 

Verse 45.—The veil of the temple. The word for 
temple is hieron, but in our verse it is naos. The for- 
mer means the whole sacred building; the latter means 
the Sanctuary or most sacred interior of the former. 
The veil, therefore, which was rent was that which 
divided the Holy Place from the Most Holy. 


Verse 46.—Father. With this compare “My God, 
my God,” earlier in his sufferings, his saying, ex- 
cept the address, is from Psalm 31:5. Jesus’ spirit, 
after its departure from the body, was in the Father's 
safe-keeping. So is every Christian’s. He gave up 
the ghost. This is an unfortunate rendering, though 
retained in the Revised Version. Did the word 
pneuma appear in the Greek, it should not be trans- 
lated ghost, but spirit, as in the previous sentence. But 
the above phrase is represented in the original by one 
word, ekpneo, pneo, to breathe, and ek, out, that is, to 
expire. But what is of chief importance is that this 
setting his spirit free was Christ’s own voluntary act 
(John 10:17, 18). We have to die; he chose to. 


The Homiletical Form 


1. The Scene on the Hill. Verses 33-38. 
(1) The Sufferers (vs. 33, 34a). 
(2) The Spectators (vs. 34b-38). 

2. The Fate of the Robbers. Verses 39-43. 
(1) Rebellion unto Death (v. 39). 
(2) Repentance unto Life (vs. 40-43). 

3. The Death of the Christ. Verses 44-46. 
(1) The Darkened Sun (vs. 44, 45). 
(2) The Yielded Spirit (v. 46). 


The Topical Values 


Jesus in the Midst (v. 33).—Of serious inquiry 
(Matt. 2:1, 2, 9-11); of religious knowledge (Luke 
11:46); of spiritual devotion (Matt. 18:20); of hu- 
man misery (John 19:18); of heart bewilderment 
(John 20: 26); of Christian testimony (Rev. 1:13); 
of eternal glory (Rev. 5:6; 7:17). 

The Seven Sayings from the Cross (v. 34).— 

1, FATHER, FORGIVE THEM; FOR THEY KNOW NOT 

WHAT THEY DO. 

. To-DAY SHALT THOU BE WITH ME IN PARADISE. 
Woman, behold, thy son ... Behold, thy mother! 
. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

. I thirst. 

. It is finished. 

. FATHER, INTO THY HANDS I COMMEND MY. SPIRIT. 

The three in capitals are in this week’s lesson. They 
know not what they do. Sin is greater than it seems. 

Sacrificial Service (vs. 35-37).—The moral darkness 
here disclosed was thicker and blacker than nature’s 
darkness of verse 44. These people gave expression 
to the sublimest of all truths. “He saved others”; but 
they made the falsest possible deduction from it — 
“Himself he cannot save” (Mark 15: 31). Christ could 
have if he would have saved himself. It was not his 
powerlessness that broke his will, but his will that con- 
trolled his power. Magnanimity at its highest met in- 
humanity at its lowest. We can always save our- 
selves, but at how great a cost! It is the selfless life 
that is joyful and useful. 


The First Christian (vs. 39-43).—In the very article 
of death Jesus saved a soul; and it is this criminal’s 
distinction that he was the first convert on this side 
of Calvary. This eleventh hour conversion is re- 
corded so that none may presume, and so that none 
may despair. Only Luke records the incident. Mark 
this man’s Repentance of sin (comp. Matt. 27: 44) ; his 
Rebuke of his fellow-sinner (v. 40); his Recognition 
of his own guilt, and of Jesus’ innocence (v. 41); and 
7 — for remembrance when the King returned 

v. 42). . 


The Practical Aim 


What does Christ’s death mean to you? Do you 
know it as anything more than a historical fact? It 
is that, of course; but the fact has a significance which 
no other death has ever had, or ever could have. It 
was vicarious; it was atoning. We may differ as to 
our theories of the atonement, but if we deny the fact 
of it, we deny the Gospel and forfeit the right to be 
called Christians. 

Christ chose to be born, and he chose to die, and he 
chose to rise from the dead. None other ever did or 
could. The Gospel is not that “the Word became 
flesh,” nor that he lived a sinless life, but that he died 
a vicarious death. His incarnation made that Death 
possible, and his life made it worthy, but it is the 
Death that procures salvation. No man can follow 
Christ’s perfect example who has not placed faith 
in his atoning death. It is by his death that death is 
conquered, it is because of his sufferings that sins are 
forgiven, it is by his Cross alone that we can reach 
the Crown. 

“Bearing shame and scoffing rude, 
In my place condemned He stood, 
Sealed my pardon with His blood; 
Hallelujah! what a Saviour! 


Final Word 


Read, if possible, one great work on the Atonement, 
such as, Dale’s “The Atonement,” Denney’s “The Death 
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of Christ,” Mabie’s “How Does the Death of Christ 

Save Us?" McLeod Campbell’s “The Nature of the 

Atonement,” Clow’s “The Cross in Christian Experi- 

ence,” or Mozley’s “The Doctrine of the Atonement.” 
EpinpurGH, SCOTLAND. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an’ unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and 
searching character. They are written by several mem- 
bers of The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Scroggie, 
Professor Ellis, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the Associ- 
ate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried as- 
signing some of the questions to different members of 
your clsss, and letting them see whether they can dis- 
cover the answers as given in the following issue? 


ID Christ fulfil the type of the Paschal Lamb by dying 

immediately before the ushering in of the Passover 
Feast Day? 

2. What makes clear the Scriptural importance of the 
@eath of Christ? 

3. Was the death of Christ just? 

4. In which of our lesson verses do you see Christ’s vol- 
funtary death? 

5. Compare the death of Christ with that of the two 
thieves. 

6. How did the death of Christ differ from that of ordinary 
men? 

7. How do we know that Jesus was nailed to the cross 
{Instead of being bound with ropes, as was often done? 

8. With which of his prophecies was Christ taunted as he 
hung on the cross? 

9. Why did Jesus refuse the first offered drink of wine 
and receive the second? 

10. What objection to the manner of the crucifixion of 
Jesus was raised by the priests who had secured it? How 
Was it answered? 

11. Does the record show any word of respect or kind. 
ess spoken for Jesus during the ordeal on Calvary? 

12, What Scripture did the gambling for. Christ’s gar- 
ments fulfill? 

13. What do we learn of the immediate state of the de- 
parted spirit, from the crucifixion account? 

14. Was the paradise of which Christ spoke in verse 43 the 
6ame as the place he spoke of in John 14: 3? 

15. In John’s account of the crucifixion we are told of 
the piercing of Christ’s side and that blood and water 
flowed out. Of what might this have been symbolic? 

16. What parallel do you see between the crucifixion and 
the failing of the sun mentioned in Luke 23 : 45? 

17. What soldier testified to his belief. in Christ’s deity 
at Calvary? 

18. In the light of the Cross, quote a verse from Romans 
which shows God’s readiness to bestow limitless gifts upon 
us. 

19. What did Jesus say, which impels us to tell of his 
death on the cross, with its deep significance? 

20. What three great principles of the Christian faith are 
found in the seven sayings of our dying Saviour from his 
cross? 

21. What three verses of Scripture show with startling 
force that the tragedy of Calvary may take place even 
to-day? 

22. How does this, however, differ from the putting to 
death of Christ 1900 years ago? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue PrINncIPLE OF COMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect signifi- 
cant likenesses and differences. 
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E USE the principle of comparison in connec- 
tion with this lesson to emphasize the absolute 
uniqueness of the death of Jesus Christ. The study 
cannot but bring us to the conclusion of the centurion 
who witnessed his death: “Truly this man was the 
Son of God.” If we compare him with Barabbas it 
is the contrast of the innocent who died with the guilty 
who deserved death but did not die. . Compare him 
with the thieves who died.on either side and it is the 
contrast of the innocent with the guilty again, except 
that innocent and guilty alike are suffering the crim- 
inal’s death. But there is a marked difference between 
these two guilty ones in their attitude toward the inno- 
cent One dying between. The unrepentant one rails upon 
the innocent One, while the repentant sinner asks of him 
a recognition which is freely granted even in the agony 
of the terrible death hour. Thus the cross relates it- 
self to guilt, repentant and unrepentant, punished and 
unpunished; and in it centers the only hope for guilt 
of every kind. 
If we compare the death of Christ with that of 
ordinary men, we recall immediately that Jesus said 
he had power to lay down his life and power to take 
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it again and that no man could take it from him. 
Moreover his death was definitely prophesied as he 
himself showed to his disciples after he was risen 
from the dead. His absolute control of his own life 
and the prophetic character of his death make the 
tragic event unique in the history of the world. Since 
the wages of sin is death and all have sinned, other 
men die justly even when they die naturally, but he 
knew no sin and for him to have died at all even with- 
out suffering would have been unjust, if his individual 
desert were considered; but here is the marvelous mys- 
tery that through his death as an atonement, God him- 
self can be just and the justifier of him which believeth 
in Jesus. His death was unique in that it was volun- 
tary as is not that of the suicide or martyr; it was 
definitely prophesied; and it was efficacious for 
salvation of other men. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
We 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Mether.—He saved others; let him save himself 
(v. 35). She saved the rest of us, but she couldn’t 
save herself. Look at those stooped shoulders. Look 
at those scarred and calloused hands. Look at the 
whole wear and tear of her after having given herself 
for the rest of us. She does not know anything about 
vacations and beauty doctors, chiropodists, manicures, 
rest cures, sinecures, or any other “cures,” but the 
cures we husky “rough necks” used to require when we 
fell out of the fruit trees, got into the poison vines, 
stubbed our toes—green apples, mumps, measles, 
chickenpox, and so forth! Oh, all you old fellows 
have the catalog, —so does mother. Well, it was just 
that way with our Master. And it is just that way 
with every real man. He can do for others and not 
for himself. Robert Morris who financed the Revo- 
lution landed in the debtor’s prison. Lincoln fell un- 
der the assassin’s bullet. Kitchener went down in the 
North Sea. The Angel of Sacrifice in one form or 
another has been bearing the cross all down through 
history. All the splendid great institutions of our land, 
— industrial, educational, commercial,—have been 
built up by those who have not spared themselves, 
Yes, there are folks who live the self-centered-take- 
care-of-yourself-the-Devil-take-the-hindmost sort of 
existence they call their life—but what are they? 
There is nothing worth while apart from sacrifice. 
Ruskin puts sacrifice as “the first lamp of Architecture” 
in his masterpiece, “The Seven Lamps of Architecture.” 
It is also the first lamp of the noble life. The Lord 
Jesus is the one who lights that lamp (John 1: 1-9). 


So Easy To Get There.—To-day shalt thou be with 
me in Paradise (v. 43). Those who haye followed 
these notes for these eighteen years know how this 
Corner values these wonderful words. Boston and 
Philadelphia swell with Mayflower and Welcome pride, 
and Old Virginia has her cavalier F. F. V.’s, but will 
you please note who’s the first Christian settler to 
put foot upon the shore of that Undiscovered Coun- 
try? Just an ordinary self-confessed thief who said 
he was getting what he deserved. While we on this 
earth have those “exclusive circles” the society edi- 
tors of our newspapers are so fond of exploiting, Para- 
dise, it would seem, is peopled with sinners like this 
thief, beggars like Lazarus, river thieves like Jerry 
McAuley, bums like Hadley, street-walkers like. Blue 
Bird of Mulberry Bend, gun men from the slums, cut- 
throats from the jungles, head hunters from the isles 
of the sea—and YOU— and ME! What a ngpula- 
tion for a Paradise! Yes, indeed, many a dying sinner 
has swept into Heaven with a “Glory Hallelujah,” be- 
cause of this scene that day in Calvary. I can tell 
of some thrilling rescues as I held up Jesus on his cross 
with one hand and this thief and his cross with the 
other hand beside the bed of the dying bad man. It 
is the glory of our religion, yea, the unchallenged and 
uncontraverted glory, that no matter how low down 
a man or woman may be, “so far down he has to reach 
up to touch bottom,” as Mel Trotter says, he has only 
to look to that center cross and cry from the heart 
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the three magic words, “Lord, remember me,” to go 
sweeping through those gates of pearl and be with him 
in Paradise. Splendid, isn’t it? Since none of us, my 
fine lady and gentleman, is so very good! (Isa. 64: 6; 
Rom. 7: 18, 19.) : 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 


The Ilustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet a the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
iNustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
—a desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 


Is It Safe to Delay?—One on the right hand, and 
the. other on the left (v. 33). On one occasion when 
Dr. H. Montgomery was warning people of the dan- 
ger of procrastination a man in the crowd shouted 
out: “What about the thief on the cross?” He at 
once replied: “Which thief?” but there was no _an- 
swer.—From the Evangelical Christian. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. Prise illustration. 


Four Letters, or Two?—Calvary (v. 33). Dr. 
Torrey says: “One of my deacons, a canny Scot, and 
a converted engineer were having a theological dis- 
cussion. After a time the deacon said, “I see you have 
a different religion from mine. Yours is a religion 
of two letters, and mine of four.” “How is that?” 
asked the engineer. “Why, you talk of what you do, 
while I like to speak of what Jesus Christ has done, 
He bore my sins on the Cross.”"—From the Sunday 
Circle. Sent by Mrs. B. G. Dowen, Kingston Hill, 
Surrey, Eng. - 


“Love Never Reckons.”—He that spared not his 
own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall 
he not also with him freely give us all things?” 
(Golden Text.) A gentleman was talking to an old 
villager who had for many years lived a hard life, 
battling against poverty and affliction. In the course 
of the conversation the old man referred to his wife, 
who had been a semi-invalid for years. The gentle- 
man said to him: “You must have paid something in 
doctor’s bills during these years?” Without realizing 
the great and beautiful answer he was giving, he an- 
swered: “Yes, sir, I suppose I have; but I can’t tell 
you how much. You see, love never reckons.” And 
if this be true of human love, how much more it is 
true of the love of God! He never counts the cost, 
even to the giving of his well-beloved Son. And will 
he “not also with him freely give us all things?”— 
From the Sunday Circle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 


It Makes Dead Men Live.—They crucified him (v. 
33). <A fable sometimes contains a great truth. it 
is told that the Empress Helena went to the Holy 
Land to find the Cross. Excavations were made; and 
three crosses were found. But how were they to know 
which was the true one? They took a corpse, and put 
it on one, and then on another. As soon as the corpse 
touched the Saviour’s cross, it started into life. This 
is only a fable, but it demonstrates the divinity of 
Christianity —it makes dead men _ live.—From 
“Thoughts from My Bible,’ by Moody. Sent by E. 
Hooey, Toronto, Can. 


Not Our Task.—He saved others (v. 35). There are 
some things God asks no man to do. At one of the sum- 
mer conferences Dr. Griffith Thomas told of a person 
who was dying, and who was asked the question, “Have 
you made your peace with God?” “No,” came the 
reply. ‘“Hadn’t you better make your peace with God?” 
was asked again. “Oh, no, I could not,” answered the 
one who was so near to death; “and it is not necessary. 
My peace with God was made nineteen centuries ago.” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


How God Can Forgive.—But delivered him up for 
us all (Golden Text). Socrates, the wisest of the 
Greek philosophers after Plato, said, “O Plato, Plato, 

can forgive sin, but I cannot tell how!” Jesus 
Christ crucified is the secret—From J.T. Parr. Scent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, London, Eng. 


The Only Sacrificed Founder.—If thow be Chris?, 
save thyself (v. 39). No founder of any other re- 
ligion dreamed of dying for his followers. Buddha 
shunned death until he was eighty. Confucius and 
Zoroaster did not conceive of the idea of sacrificing 
themselves for the good of others. Mohammed es- 
tablished his religion by killing rather than by being 
killed. Heathen religions may contain some admirable 
precepts, but not one of them has a redeemer. Jesus 
alone gave his life to save a lost world—From A. C. 
ngs Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, Norbury, London, 

ng. 
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Lesson for March 8 
Luke 23 : 33-46 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 
ND when Jesus had cried with a loud 
voice (Vv. 4: Phone megale, It 
was with a loud voice that he summoned 
Lazarus from the grave. It was with a 
joud voice that he commended his spirit 
to the Father when he himself passed to 
the grave. And it will be with a great 
archangelic voice that his victory over 
the grave will be consummated, “For 
the Lord himself shall descend . . . with 
@ shout” (1 Thess. 4:16). 

What a contrast this with the sneer- 
ing undertones of the rulers who derided 
him! (v. 35.) The root of ekmukeerisen, 
to deride, is mukter, a nose. Their noses 
were turned in contempt. The word oc- 
curs again in Galatians. “Be not de- 
ceived; God is not mocked.” One cannot 
turn up the nose to God unscathed, as 
the history of Israel shows. They have 
reaped contempt as no people on earth. 
They mocked the Lord as the pretended 
elect of God, eklektos (v. 35). Peter 
who was a witness of the sufferings of 
Christ, as he clearly tells us, refers to this 
gibe of Israel. when he speaks of Jesus 
as chosen of God, eklekton, a chief cor- 
nerstone, elect, precious, because of whom 
Israel has suffered offense and been a 


stumbling people down through the cen- | 


turies (1 Pet. 2:7, 8). 
If he be Christ (v. 35). 


e should set in contrast the constant 
use of the word ekeinos, that one, in the 
Gospel of John, calling reverent, even 
ecstatic, attention to his words and deeds 
and personality. 

New Hampton, N. H. 


» 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Hail! all hail!” 

“[’ll live for him.” 

“What a wonderful Saviour.” 

“Saved, saved.” 

“Bearing his cross.” 

“It is well with my scul.” 

“T have a Saviour.” 

“When I see my Saviour.” 
(Titles listed below, and numbers in 


are 
entheses, refer to the headings and num 


Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“God So Loved the World” (314). John 3: 16. 
“Life’s Ransom Price” (112: 1, 2). 
Psalm 49 : 1-9. 
2 1-4). 
Psalm 71 : 14-16. 
“He Has Wrought Salvation” (196 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 98 : 1-3. 
ie e 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we lift our eyes to the cross to-day. We go 
down in the dust before thee, conscious of 
our sin. But as we see thee lifted up on 
Calvary we know that thou hast become the 
substitute for us, and that thou art the sin- 
bearer in our place. How shall we render 
unto thee our gratitude for this thy work 
for us? With our lips we may praise thee 
indeed, and we bow before thee in worship. 
We would do all this, but we would let our 
lives show forth our devotion, and thy power. 
May we be wholly willing to-day to take up 
our cross and follow thee. When we remem- 
ber thee on Calvary we long to be silent be- 
fore thee in humble confession of our utter 
unworthiness. So we do now bow our heads 
in silent prayer as we see thee on the cross, 
delivered up for us all. In thy dear name 
we pray. Amen, 

After the Lesson.—Many a martyr has 
gone to the stake, yes, and many a mar- 
tyr has gone to the cross upon which he 
was crucified, and has gone bravely, and 
with song. But there never has been but 
one cross of Christ upon which was nailed 
the form of the only begotten Son of 
God, who took our place there, and bore 
our sins in his own body on that cross. 
Have you thought quietly and deeply as 
to just what this means? No one of us 
could possibly bear the burden.of his own 
sin. There is nothing in us that could 
cleanse us from sin. We have no power 
of ourselves to put our sins as far from 
us as the east is from the west, and to 
step out in newness of life, —new crea- 
tions. But our Lord Jesus Christ did 
for us what we could not do for our- 


“Redeemed, Redeemed” (151 





The original |° 
of “he”) is houtos, this one, this fellow. | 





rs. 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to | 
music, including also some other parts of) 
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selves, and he is a living Christ at the 
right. hand. of. the throne of God in 
heaven. Let us repeat together the 
Golden. Text -for to-day, so that we all 
may: really Jearn it. “He’ that spared 


| not, his own,Son, but delivered him up 


for us all, how shall he not also with him 
freely give us all things?” Will you learn 
with me the verse of a ‘very’ wonderful 


-hymn about the cross? The last verse 


of the hymn which begins with the words 
“Beneath the.cross of Jesus” will be our 
blackboard lesson for to-day. 
“TI take, O cross, thy shadow 
For. my. abiding place, 
I ask no other sunshine than 
The sunshine of His face; 
Content to let the world go by, 
To know no gain nor loss; 
My sinful self my only shame, 
My glory all, the cross.” 
PHILADELPHIA. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


N PREPARING this week’s lesson we 

need to read prayerfully the account of 
the crucifixion in each of the Gospels, 
Psalm 22,'and Isaiah 53. Let us seek, 
not the spirit of affected gloom and sad- 
ness, but try to bring to the class a spirit 
f deep, sympathetic reverence. 
First let us talk a little while about 
the King coming to earth to seek and 
to save that which was lost; and show 
by his works of love and wonderful 
teaching how he had given to his people 
the Father’s love. Yet only a few had 
recognized their King. The rulers, to- 
gether with the fickle multitude, had 
failed to see his kingliness, had rejected 
their King, and demanded that he should 
be crucified. The King had come to his 
own and his own had received him not. 

The well beloved, spotless Son of God 
was delivered into the hands of the Ro- 
man soldiers, condemned to die as a crim- 
inal. The rude soldiers, accustomed to 
deeds of cruelty, did not see in the meek, 
lowly man, a King. He did not look like 
the proud, cruel kings they had seen. Per- 
haps they unfeelingly drove the nails 
into the hands that had always served 
so sweetly, and into the feet that dur- 
ing his whole ministry had gone on so 
many loving errands. Jesus knew the 
Enemy had hardened and blinded these 
poor soldiers, and they were among the 
lost whom he had come to seek and to 
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save. With his sensitive flesh torn with 
the rough spikes, and quivering with pain 
from the strokes of the heavy hammer, 
and his heart breaking with grief on ac- 
count of the sin and darkness all around 
him, the first words Jesus spoke from 
the cross were a prayer for his enemies: 
“Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do,” which is our memory 
verse. 

His enemies derided him for not saving 
himself if he were the Son of or 
the King of the Jews. They could not 
understand a love that would not save 
himself, because he wanted to save others. 

He was crucified between two thieves, 
“numbered with the transgressors.” This 
was the place that he had chosen. One 
of these men derided like the rest, but 
the other recognized the King, acknowl- 
edged his sin and asked for a. place in 
the Kingdom. And even on the Cross 
Jesus showed his kingly authority, 
snatched from the enemy a man for 
whom.he was dying, and granted to the 
repentant thief the royal pardon. 

In this connection, we can help the chile 
dren see the true meaning of the Cross, 
where the Son of God took the sinner’s 
place, and died that man might live. In 
one dark, awful moment the Father, who 
cannot look upon sin, turned his face 
from his own beloved Son, who cried. in 
anguish: “Why hast thou forsaken me?” 
After enduring this, his work was done, 
and with the voice of triumph, he said: 
“It is finished.” Then he dismissed his 
spirit, asked his Father to receive it, 
bowed his head, and died of his own will, 
a King. God’s love had met the En- 
emy’s hate, and had triumphed! 

The sun that had lighted the world for 
ages refused to shine on man’s dark deed, 
and so at noon on that spring day there 
was a strange darkness over all the land. 
And those who had received the King 
and loved him “smote upon their breasts” 
because their hearts ached and they went 
to their homes, sad and grieved. 

At the close of the lesson let us sing 
softly these little choruses which the chil- 
dren love: 


“Living, he loved me; dying, he saved me; 
Buried, he carried my sins far away; 
Rising, he justified freely forever: 
One day he’s coming—O glorious day.” 
“At the cross, at the cross where I first saw 
the light, 
And the burden of my heart rolled away, 
It was there by faith I received my sight, 
And now I am happy all the day.” 


Cirnton, S. C. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: The cross-word puzzle. 

Discussion: Selecting the words to 
solve the puzzle and discussing their re- 
lation to each other and to ourselves. 

Objective: Getting the meaning of the 
Cross, 











AY, fellows, let’s use a cross-word 
puzzle to work out the meaning of 
to-day’s lesson, Is it not remarkable that 
these three words, “Cross,” ‘Word,” 
“Puzzle,” composing the title of that fad 
which has so universally caught the im- 
agination of the country, should also have 
such deeply spiritual suggestiveness? 
First, there's the Cross, which occupies 
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the very center of our faith in Christ; 
next, the Word, a name given to Jesus, 
representing him as God incarnate (John 
I: 1, 14),. and then, the Puzzle, or the 
Mystery, which the world has been try- 
ing to solve since Jesus was born — and 
even now, centuries later, the little child 


who sings “Jesus loves me, this I know, 
for the Bible tells me so” is nearer its 
solution than all the worldly wise pro- 
fessors who are trying to disprove the 
Bible record. 

Now, fellows, I will stand by this chart 
(or one of you can do it) and fill in the 
words, as we read the descriptions oppo- 
site the numbers in the list. Use your 
Bibles, and read the references given; 
in many cases they hold the key, and al- 
ways they bring us the vital part of the 
lesson. 

Across 

1. A pronoun. Twice used in Romans 8: 
32. 

5. The Saviour of the world. 

6. Black, but not as black as sin. 

7. Because God did this, he gave his only 
son. 

9. A preposition. First word of John 1:4 

10. In the beginning (Gen. 1: 1). 

12. That which lures us from God, unless 
we take refuge in Galatians 1: 4. 

13. Poetic form of fourth word in Matthew 
27 : 37- 


16. A road. Jesus called himself this. See 
John 14:6. 

19. Motto of the King’s Daughters — (ini- 
tials). 


21. Eighteenth and twenty-ninth words of 
1 John 3:2. 
24. A poem. 
Vertical 
2. Consecutive letters in the alphabet. 
3. For whom Jesus died. 


4. The city which gave to Joshua his first 
setback. 


8. Because of this, it was necessary for 
Jesus to die. 


11. All we are and have, we —— to him. 


12, Personal pronoun (plural) used 
times in Romans 6:5, 6 


14. A conjunction. 


1s. x1 John 4:14— What the 
him to be. 


16. A former well-known Chinese ambassa- 
dor to the U. S. 


17. Where Moses turned to see the burn- 
ing bush (Exod. 3: 3). 


18, A preposition. 

zo. Color of the fluid which flowed on the 
cross, 

22, A mathematical verb in Matthew 63 
33, indicating wealth beyond the imagination. 


three 


Father sent 




















122 ° 


23. The last exclamation of Jesus, as re- 
corded in the last verse of Matthew’s Gos- 
pel. 

Note.—Teacher can prepare the chart on 
large sheet of white paper before going to 
class, attaching to board with push-pins. 
Letters for the spaces can be cut from paper 
of different colors, or colored crayons used, 
in which case, use red for “Saviour,” 
“Loved,” forming the cross; also for “Red” 
and “Sin.” Colors help, but black crayon 
will serve for the paper chart, or regular 
white chalk if blackboard is used. 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. “Except a grain of wheat fall into 
the earth and die...” 


2.“This ...is... my blood... 
which is poured out for you.” 











HERE is something inherent, God- 

given, in woman-nature which re- 
sponds to the call for sacrifice. There is 
even that, in most girls’ natures, which 
responds with a high and noble joy to the 
necessity for sacrifice in order to know 
the joy of fruitfulness, in all the realms 
of life. You will have no difficulty in 
arousing admiration, even passionate de- 
votion, for the Lord Jesus in your girls’ 
warm young hearts, when they think of 
him “accomplishing his heroic death” on 
that Roman cross outside the city-wall of 
old Jerusalem (see Luke 9: 31). 

2. But that is only the first step toward 
the essential acceptance of that death as 
his sacrifice for her. Such devotion she 
might feel, in less degree, for any other 
noble soul, sacrificing its all with utter 
selflessness. What you must bring her 
to feel and accept is the Saviour’s own 
teaching, that his sacrifice on that cross 









Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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was for her, in her stead, for her very 
soul’s saving from sin—and death, the 
consequence of sin (see Luke 22: 19, 20). 

In order to so teach you must first 
make sure that your e know the plain 
facts about this sacrificial death, not just 
the bare statement that he was crucified 
on the cross in response to the demand 
of his enemies, the Jewish priests and 
scribes. Not one detail of all that story, 
as it is told over for us four times in the 
New Testament, can be lost from the 
story without losing with it some pre- 
cious truth. So teach carefully the whole 
story, with these two points (above men- 
tioned) in mind for emphasis. Then tell 
them this little story from life—even 
if they have heard it before: 

One of the weekly duties of a young 
American girl-missionary in India was to 
visit a certain group of high-caste Hindu 
women —all younger than herself, mere 

irls most of them, though already wives. 

he taught them the Life of Christ, by 
telling them a new chapter in -it each 
week, as they sat about their women’s 
apartment, idly busy over their embroid- 
ery-frames. e had come at last to 
the story of his death on the cross, and 
was quietly relating the incidents of those 
six hours, when she caught the low sound 
of sobbing—in the room, she thought. 
She paused, looked keenly about, saw 
nothing unusual, concluded the sound 
must have come in through the high lat- 
tice from the women’s court-yard, and 
went on with her story. Presently the 
sobs came again, unmistakably from a 
young girl whose back was almost turned 
toward the American girl. Quickly she 
kneeled by her side, asking gently, “What 
is the trouble? Are you ill? In pain? 
What can I do to help you?” Through 
her raining tears the Hindu heathen girl 
answered, with sobs, “Oh, I cannot bear 
it—not another word! He suffered so 
—and you said it was for me! Oh, I 
cannot bear it—J love him so!” Said 
the American girl, when she told of it 
afterwards, “And I never knew till that 
minute how little J had loved my Saviour 
—I who had never shed a tear over his 
sufferings for me.” 


Home Study 


Memorize this week the seven sayings 
of Jesus from his cross, remembering his 
sufferings were for you. 


Decatur, Ga. 
We 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of March 1) 


1. (1) Before Annas, father-in-law to the 
high priest; (2) before Caiaphas, the high 
priest; (3) before the Sanhedrin; (4) before 
Pilate, ° the Roman  proconsul; (5s) before 
Herod, the Jewish king; (6) before Pilate, the 
second time. The first two of these scenes 
occurred before sunrise, in the adjoining 
courts of these two priests. The third one, 
just after sunrise, in order to be legal at all, 
in the council-chamber of the Sanhedrin. 
The fourth, fifth, and sixth were between 
5 and 9 A. M., when the crucifixion began. 
Pilate sat in the Praetorium to conduct his 
trials. Herod probably occupied some palace 
while visiting in Jerusalem. 


2. Luke says that Herod was “exceeding 
glad” to see Jesus, having been a “long time 
desirous” to see one of whom he had heard 
so much. Jesus did not speak one word in 
Herod’s presence, not even in answer to the 
vehement accusations of the priests and 
scribes. Herod had hoped to see some mir- 
acle — being of so superstitious a nature (see 
Luke’s seventh chapter and Mark’s sixth) 
—and Jesus had sent him the one scornful 
message of his life (see Luke 13:31 and 32). 
Evidently he knew Herod to be a thorough 
hypocrite, and deserving the silence of con- 
tempt. 


3. He openly: claimed to be the Christ, 
God’s promised Messiah (see Mark 14: 61 
and 62). 


4. The ‘Passover’ (John 18? 39). 


5. In Luke 23 ! 19 we find he was a traitor,. 


and a murderer. John 18:40 tells us he was 


ya robber. 


6. Barabbas was a sinner who deserved to 
die and was saved from death by no merit 
of his own through the substitutionary death 
of Jesus Christ. 


7. Because Jesus’ claim to be the Christ 
(Messiah) was religious, and would not in- 
terest the Romans; whereas his claim to be 
a King was political, and did matter to 
them. 

8. Cowardice, injustice, cruelty. 

g. Verse 18; Pilate’s insight into character. 





to. Courage, fairness, kindness, dignity. 

11, Pilate’s soldiers platted the crown of 
thorns, put on him the scarlet robe, gave 
him the mock scepter, struck him, and spat 
upon him. Herod with his soldiers mocked 
him, “made fun of him” (Moffatt), dressed 
him in- gorgeous apparel. 


12. To the soldiers it was merely a rude 
jest, mocking Christ’s claim to kingship, but 
unwittingly they chose the sign of earth’s 
curse (Gen. 3:18) to place on earth’s sin- 
bearer. 


13. Luke says that Herod and Pilate be- 
came friends that day, having been enemies 
before this, thus destroying our last chance 
to feel sorry for, or sympathetic towards, 
Pilate. 

14. Pilate crucified Jesus under the offi- 
cial superscription (such as were nailed to 
all the crosses, giving the offense for which 
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the victim was dying), “This is Jesus, the 
King of the Jews,” thus scornfully acknowl- 
edging that charge brought against him by 
the priests. .John tells how the priests rce- 
sented this humiliation of their nation and 
protested to Pilate to change it to read, “He 
said, I am King of the Jews.” Pilate refused 
this with grim contempt —‘“What I have 
written I have written.” 


1s. Evidently not, he did not originate the 
false charge, he pronounced Christ innocent 
and instead of urging his death, he tried to 
save him. 

16. None (see Matt. 18 : 7). 

17. No (see Matt. 12 : 30). 

18. John 12: 48. 

19. Read Psalm 2. 


20. Surely the regal dignity and calm en- 
durance of Jesus. 














The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 75. March8. Commission and Command of Jonah. Entire Book of Jonah 


Golden Text.—Thine own wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backslidings 

shall reprove thee: know therefor and see that it is an evil thing and 9 bitter, 

that thou hast forsaken Jehovah thy God, and that my fear is not in thee, saith 
the Lord, Jehovah of hosts.— Jer. 2: 19 














Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of ‘‘ Whole Bible Les- 
sons”’ on the Great Doctrines of the Bible, 
running from April 5 to December 27, 1925, 
and giving lesson titles and Scripture ref- 
erences only, may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 20 cents a dozen copies, 
$1 a hundred, or 2 cents each. 


Supplemental 
76. Mar. 15.—Daniel’s Wisdom ..... Daniel 1, 2 
77. Mar. 22.—Message of Malachi ....Mal. 1-4 
78. Mar. 29.—Habakkuk’s Prayer and Its 
ANGWET coccccccccccs seedesevesecess’ Hab. 1-3 


® How to Master This Lesson 


By Frank W. Lange 


Registrar of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas ~ 


Introduction 


SALVATION is of the Lord” (2:9; 
Psa. 3:8); so the runaway prophet 

confessed and was delivered (2:10). Is- 
rael, about to be swallowed (1:17) by 
Assyria, rejected many warnings (Amos 
4:6-12); but Assyria repented at once 
(3:10; Matt. 12:41). God’s grace “that 
bringeth salvation” (Tit. 2:11) being re- 
fused, nothing but judgment remained 
(Hos. 11:8). 
Historical Setting 

The Lord’s testimony (Matt. 12: 390- 
41) absolutely establishes this history. 
Jonah, who had been a prophet of God's 
grace (2 Kings 14: 25-27), was sent on a 
mission of rebuke to that nation which, 
fifty years later, was to execute God’s 
long-delayed wrath (2 Kings 17:6). 
Amos and Hosea,-prophets to Israel, fol- 
lowed Jonah in the order named. 
Geography 

The site of Jonah’s home city is near 
Nazareth. Nineveh was several hundreds 
of miles across the desert by the Tigris 
River. The name indicates a district, 
eighteen by twelve miles, occupied by cities, 
palaces and villages; a “city of three 
days’ journey” (3:3) or about sixty miles 
around it; its length would be “a day’s 
journey” (3:4). 


How to Study this Lesson 


Unwilling : Jonah explained his actions 
(4:2); he was not foolishly hoping to 
hide, but abandoning his position (1: 3, 
10; comp. “before whom I stand,” 1 
Kings 17:1). Knowing that Assyria 
was God’s instrument for his nation’s 
punishment. (Isa. 10: 4-6), he reasoned 
that its repentance meant Israel’s undo- 
ing. He resented God’s grace to Gentiles 
(Acts 22: 21, 22). 

_Repenting : To be ““cast out of thy 
sight” (2:4) was not what he had plan- 
ned. God’s grace in keeping him alive 
(2:6), even in “the belly of hell” (2:2), 
amazed him. He was led to repentance 
(comp. Rom. 2:4). Seeing that he had 
forsaken his “own mercy” (2:8), with 
a thankful heart he vowed to obey (2: 





9). Being released he kept his vow (3: 
I-3). 

Prepared : The hand of God is seen 
throughout the narrative: he “sent out” 
the tempest (1:4, 13); he “prepared” the 
fish, the gourd, the worm, and the east 
wind (1:17; 4:6-8); by his grace the 
sailors feared (1:16) and the Ninevites 
believed (3:5-7). But Jonah resisted 
and Jonah’s people continued their re- 
bellion against 

The Greatest Miracle : The miracle of 
Jonah’s preservation was a “sign” to Is- 
rael (Matt. 12:39), and it attested his 
message to Nineveh. But a greater mir- 
acle was wrought when, from king to 
slave, the Ninevites humbled themselves 
before God. That foreshadowed the spir- 
itual miracles of this present age among 
the Gentiles (comp. Acts 28: 28 — “they 
will hear it”). 


Compassion : Had Jonah read the book 
of Exodus? (4:3; comp. Exod. 34: 6, 7.) 
Certainly, what he feared God would do, 
God had done. Was it God’s grace to 
others that enraged the prophet (4:1), 
or was it fear for his own people? Did 
he wait outside the city (4:5) for God 
to change his mind or for the Ninevites 
to again begin their “violence”? (3: 8.) 

Forbearance : Compare God’s forbear- 
ance with Jonah under his vine (4:6) 
with that to Elijah under his tree (1 
Kings 19:4, 18); neither understood 
God’s methods. God compares Jonah’s 
pity for his vine with God’s pity for the 
little children of Nineveh (4:11); one 


wonders if the prophet understood. Do . 


we understand God’s ways any better? 
Other Scripture 


Nineveh speedily returned to her old 
ways and Israel did not repent; so all 
Jonah feared came to pass. But about the 
time of Israel’s captivity Nahum prophe- 
sied the destruction of Nineveh. 


Reference Literature 

Articles on “Jonah,” “Assyria,” and 
“Nineveh” in “A Dictionary of the Bible,” 
by John D. Davis, D.D. (Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, $4). 

‘Manual of Bible History,” by W. G. 
Blaikie, D.D. (Nelson and Sons, New 
York, $1.75). 

“Christian Workers’ Commentary,” by 
James M. Gray,:D.D. (The Sunday 
School Times Co., Philadelphia, $3). 

Dattras, TEx. : ; 
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For Intermediate Teachers a 


By Elizabeth C. Torrey 


OR this lesson, we must take ourselves 

back in thought to the time when the 
country of Assyria was a great world 
power. Now we see the value of thor- 
ough historical study. When we turn to 
different portions of the Scripture, each 
is easier to understand, if we are familiar 
with its historical setting. : 

Assyria, we remember, was the child 
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Lesson for March 8 
Luke 23 : 33-46 


of Babylon. She had had a few spurts 
of power; but it was not until about the 
time of Jeroboam II that she began an 
aggressive western campaign. She con- 
quered the northern kingdom of. Israel, 
then she was weakened by. the Scythian 
hordes; and. finally the mother. country 
Babylon gave her her death blow, so that 
she fell in 607 B, C. 

Now it must have been somewhere near 
the height of her power that the call of 
Jehovah came to Jonah to go to her great 
capital, Nineveh, and there proclaim 
against her “wickedness.” The story is 
familiar, — how. Jonah evaded the call, 
running away in the opposite direction 
toward the sea, there taking a ship to 
Tarshish, — possibly a port in Spain, — 
as far off as possible from Nineveh! 

The storm arises. The ship is in dan- 
ger. The terrified people crowd around. 
For “whose cause” is this evil come upon 
them? Jonah is aroused and questioned. 
Confessing his sin, he urges sacrifice. To 
atone for his cowardice, he risks his life 
to save his fellows on the ship. But God 
prepares the great fish, and Jonah is 
saved. Again comes the call to “go... 
and preach.” And this time Jonah “arose, 
and went.” 

Nineveh must have been full of the 
grossest kind. of evil and immorality. 
There is no record there of good kings 
such_as Babylon and Persia both had. 
So God wanted to send a missionary to 
call them to repentance. For he sent peo- 
ple to every great world power: to Syri 
the little{Jewish maiden, and Elisha, an 
others; tofBabylon and Persia, Daniel and 
his three friends, and others of the cap- 
tives. Jonah was chosen for the coun- 
try of Assyria; and later, the prophet 
Nahum was called to prophesy against 
them, : Par ; 

Nineveh evidently repented in sincerity. 
The people “believed God, and proclaimed 
a fast, . .. from the greatest of them 
even to the least of them.” Even the 
king “arose from his throne, and he laid 
his robe from him, and covered him 
with sackcloth, and sat in ashes.” 

One would expect the prophet Jonah 
to be “= with the success of his 
mission. Instead, he was angry. 
had apparently “changed his mind,” and 
all his prophecies of destruction would 
not be fulfilled! He even reproached the 
Lord that. he was such a merciful God, 
and he grieved that he had spared Nine- 


veh, 

But God had not changed in the least 
degree. For God is absolutely unchange- 
able. It was the people who had changed; 
and God always changes his dealings with 
men, when they: change their actions. It 
is said that the best symbol for the un- 
changeableness of God is the weather- 
vane. Though seemingly changeable, in 
reality it is absolutely to be relied upon. 
All the various changes of the wind blow 
upon it, while it gives the accurate sum 
total of the composition of nature’s forces. 

So there is only one path for the Lord, 
where his absolute justice and his abso- 
lute mercy meet. Human elements change; 
God never changes. But he is found at 
a new angle, according to the position 
man takes toward him. Justice called 
for the doom of Nineveh because its citi- 
zens were wicked. Mercy also had a 
place, when they repented and asked for 
forgiveness. “Let the peoples praise thee, 
O God; ... for thou wilt judge the 


‘ples with equity, and govern the nations 


upon earth. 
Dayton, Ox10. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


O YOU have a friend who is a mis- 

sionary? God calls men and women, 
and often boys and girls, to prepare them- 
selves to go over to heathen lands and 
tell. the story of Jesus. Our church lit- 
erature tells of men and women who are 
winning people to Christ in China, Japan, 
India, Africa, and other countries. We 
love and honor our missionaries. (Read 
Matthew 28: 16-20.) 

The Lord called missionaries in the Old 
Testament. We-study to-day of a Jew, 
2 prophet of the Lord, who was called 
3S a missionary to a heathen city. He 
was a Jew, and*his name was Jonah. The 
Lord told him to go to a city and preach 
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the Gospel. Jonah did not mind the Lord, 
and the Lord had a great fish to swallow 
up Jonah. 

How would you like a trip inside a 
great fish? Let us read in our Bibles, in 
the first chapter of Jonah, just what hap- 


pened. 
The Lord told Jonah four things: 


1. “Go to Nineveh, that great city.” 
2. Tell them of their sin. 

3. Tell them to repent. 

4. Tell them the Lord will forgive. 


But Jonah did not mind God. He ran 

away. Tell verses 3 to 17, his flight, 
God’s storm, fear of sailors, Jonah’s nap, 
casting lots, Jonah’s confession, prayer of 
sailors, Jonah cast into sea and swallowed 
by a great fish. 
_ Chapter 2 tells of Jonah’s prayer-meet- 
ing inside the fish. The Lord heard his 
prayer, told the fish to carry Jonah to 
Hy" dry land and throw him out, which 
it did. 

Jonah learned a new lesson of faith and 
trust in the Lord and he was ready to 
do his will, 

Again the Lord gave Jonah a message 
to Nineveh. He repeated the four things 
mentioned above, and added a terrifying 
message, “Yet forty days, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown.” — : 

“So the people of Nineveh believed 
God” (vs. 5-10), and he saved the city.” 

Then Jonah acted ugly and was angry 
because God didn’t destroy Nineveh. He 
went out of the city, sat under a little 
hut and pouted. God shaded him with 
a gourd vine, then sent a worm to kill 
it, then sent a strong hot wind until 
Jonah grew sick and wished to die. 

The Lord said: Jonah, you were sorry 
to see the gourd-vine die, which came up 
in one night and was only a plant, yet you 
were not sorry for Nineveh. If you 
pitied a plant, how much more should I 
pity and save the great city of Nineveh, 
where there are thousands of helpless 
men and women and little children and 
much cattle? 

The Lord showed Jonah that all nations 
were precious to Him, not the Jews only. 

Also, that Nineveh, filled with idol 
worship, when she repented, and prayed, 
received God’s love and forgiveness. 

Jesus spoke of Jonah in Matthew 12: 
39, 40.. As Jonah was three days and 
three nights in the fish, so our Saviour 
Jesus Christ was three days and nights 
in the earth, then arose from the dead 
and ascended to the Father. He is our 
risen Saviour and Lord. Give plan of sal- 
vation. 

Memory Verses 

Cradle Roll: Jonah 2: 14, “Then Jonah 
prayed.” 

Beginners: Jonah 1: 1a, “Now the word 
of the Lord came unto Jonah.” 

Primary: Jonah 1: 17a, “Now the Lord 
pad peer a great fish to swallow up 
onah., 


Fort Worts, Tex. 
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When Lenore Made Yeast 
for Company Bread 
By Frances Margaret Fox 


ENORE was called an old-fashioned 

sort of a little girl in the long ago 
days when farms were new where she 
lived in Michigan. Lenore liked to play 
at housekeeping in her own wee play- 
house. The reason she was called an 
old-fashioned little girl was because 
everything she did she tried to do well. 
Her playhouse was carefully swept and 
dusted. Lenore learned to use her small 
broom exactly as her mother used the 
big one; and there was never. a bit of 
dust in the corners nor under the table 
in the playhouse. Lenore used to wash 
and iron the curtains at her window and 
the dolls’ clothes, sheets and all. When 
the little girl washed tiny dishes, she 
rinsed them in hot water which she 
carried in a little pail from her mother’s 
kitchen. All her baking had to be done 
in her mother’s oven because no fires 
were allowed in the playhouse. 





In those long ago days, when mothers 
made bread they had to make their own 
yeast to start it.with. No one ever went 
to the grocery store to buy yeast because 
the kind of yeast-cakes we now buy in 
the stores were not made then. Some- 
times Lenore’s mother made yeast for 
her bread from hops which grew in the 
garden, and sometimes she made what 
was known .as Salt-rising yeast. 

The first yeast Lenore ever tried to 
make was the salt-rising kind, and it 
happened this way?~Lenore’s mother had 
much work to do one Friday morning 
because she expected company; Grandpa 
and Grandma were coming to visit the 
next day. They were planning to drive 
a long way through the woods to stay 
over Sunday on the new farm in the wil- 
derness. 

Lenore’s mother wished to have the 
log-cabin spick and span and _ spotless. 
That was why she said to Lenore on 
Friday morning, 

“To-day we'll sweep and dust and clean 
the house, and to-morrow we'll bake 
bread and cake and cookies and pies, all 
ready for our happy Sunday. And of 
course I must start the yeast this evening 
for our salt-rising bread.” 

“And I must sweep and dust and clean 
my playhouse,” Lenore decided, “because 
of course I want Grandpa and Grandma 
to know that I am learning to be a good 
housekeeper. And I think I shall have 
to start some salt-rising yeast this eve- 
ning, too.” 

At first Lenore’s mother felt like say- 
ing, “Oh, no, I can’t bother with you 
to-day,” but instead, she said: 

“IT do wish you to be a good house- 
keeper, Lenore, and I believe that little 
girls are never too young to begin learn- 
ing the ways of their mothers. I will let 
you make some yeast if you will promise 
to be just as clean about your work as 
if we were going to use it for bread.” 

This happened more than fifty years 
ago; but the beautiful housekeeper and 
home-maker, who was once the little Le- 
nore, has never forgotten how her first 
yeast was made, Late in the afternoon 
her mother said: 

“Get one of the quart pails, Lenore, 
and put in it two tablespoonfuls of 
corn-meal. Then I will pour over the 
corn-meal enough boiling water to scald 
it. Add a teaspoonful of salt. When 
that is cool stir in enough white flour 
to make a batter. This will then be what 
we Call salt-rising sponge. We let this 
stand all night in a warm place and in 
the morning it should be light and foamy, 
ready for the bread making.” 

Lenore had a delightful time making 
her little bit of yeast in the quart pail, 
and when it was finished, she carried it 
to her playhouse, and there she put it on 
her window -sill. 

_In the morning Lenore’s mother was 
dismayed. She said, “Oh, what shall I 
do? My yeast did not rise. It is not 
light. I cannot bake bread to-day!” 

“Perhaps my yeast is good,” said litfle 
Lenore, and out she ran to the playhouse. 
There she found her yeast so light it 
was foaming over the top of the pail. 

“Can you make bread with my yeast?” 
asked Lenore, “you know it is clean!” 

“Of course I can make bread with 
your yeast,” her mother answered, “and 
of course I know it is clean. You see, 
Lenore, it was so warm in the sunny 
window of your playhouse, that your 
yeast is ard mine is not. I did not 
put my Pp where the early morning 
sun could shine upon it.” 

Lenore was a proud little girl all day; 
and at night, at the supper table, when 
Grandma and Grandpa praised the new 
bread, she was too happy to say a word. 
It was Lenore’s mother who explained 
that her little girl made the yeast; and 
after that it did seem as if the whole 
family were as proud and happy as if that 
ae had taken first prize at the State 

air. 

To this day, the beautiful mother of a 
family, who was once that little Lenore, 
says that that bread was the best she 
ever tasted in her life. 


Mackinaw City, Mics. 
a 
The Sunday School Times’ books per- 


petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





March 15. Preparation for Winning Others 
to Christ. Matt. 4 :18-20; Acts 1:14; 23 


1-4. 
March 22, What Can We Do to Win Others 
to Christ? 1 Pet. 3: 8-16; 1 Thess, 1:8 
March 29. Friendliness as Expressed through 


Evangelistic Missions. Matt. 9 : 35-383 
Acts 8 : 35-37. 
April 5. What Should the Church Expect of 


Me? 2 Tim. 2:1-7, 18-26. 
meeting.) 
Sunday, March 8 


The Master’s Method of Winning 
Followers (John 1 : 35-51) 


(Consecration 





Mon.—Christ: winning Zaccheus (Luke 
19 : I-10). 

Tues.—Christ winning Nicodemus (John 
3: 1-16). 

Wed.—Christ winning the 
woman (John 4: 1-26). 

Thurs.—Christ’s invitation (Matt. 1 : 
28-30). 

Fri—Christ’s promise (Rev. 3 : 20-22). 

Sat.—Christ’s challenge (Matt. 16 : 21-28). 


Samaritan 











How may we successfully introduce religion 
into conversation? 
How did Jesus seek to arouse conscience? 


What can we learn about soul-winning from 
Jesus’ parables? 


Mijs> RUTH PAXSON of China tells 
of a mission worker who was teach- 
ing a group of children in one of the 
large cities of America. As she sat with 
the children grouped about her one little 
fellow climbed into her lap, and while 
the mission worker talked to the children, 
she took his dirty, grimy hands in hers. 
After a while the little fellow slipped 
down and disappeared. Soon he returned 
and again climbed into the mission 
worker’s lap. To her surprise she noticed 
that he had made a not very successful, 
but none the less noticeable, attempt to 
scrub his hands : 

Who had told the boy that his hands 
were dirty? No one! Yet he himself 
had realized it as he saw his grimy hands 
contrasted with the white clean hands 
of the mission worker. 


All during Christ’s earthly ministry men 
sensed in him something different from 
other men, a superhuman quality that 
somehow convicted of sin and challenged 
— admiration, their respect, or their 
ear. 

Andrew said to Peter, “We have found 
the Messias” (John 1:41). Philip said 
to Nathanael, “We have found him, of 
whom Moses in the law, and the prophets, 
did write” (John 1:45). The people 
looked upon him in astonishment, “for he 
taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes” (Matt. 7:29). The 
Pharisees said, “He hath a devil” (Luke 
7:33). Peter said, “Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16: 
15). The centurion at the Cross said, 
“Truly this was the Son of God” (Matt. 
27: 54). ve 


Yet with all the great difference be- 
tween Christ and men, he always met 
them on a common level. Nicodemus he 
met with a profound philosophy so deep 
that Nicodemus was swept off his feet. 
The rich young lawyer found the Lord 
Jesus Christ to be a man versed in the 
truest spirit of the law as well as in the 
letter. To the woman at Samaria’s well 
he gave the simple, yet heart-searching 
truth of the living water. . 

In - speaking to others of Christ we 
too must meet them on a common level. 
One of the surest ways to antagonize an 
unsaved person is to show a superior air. 
We must meet them on common ground, 
for we are all sinners in need of a Sav- 
iour. - 


Then notice that Christ usually dealt 
with one person at a time. He preached 
to multitudes, but his followers were not 
won in crowds, rather in ones and twos 
as a result of personal interviews. 

Few of us will ever be great evangel- 
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ists, but each of us can be a “one-atea- 
time” soul winner. 

Christ never intruded on a man or wo- 
man. His personal interviews were either 
sought by the needy ones, or they grew 
out of natural contact. This should be 
true of all our personal wotk. — © 

v4 


Nevertheless with all the apparent un- 
studied naturalness of Christ’s interviews, 
there is a definite plan common to all of 
them that we may well follow. 

First there was a point of contact; then 
confidence was gained; then curiosity or 
interest was aroused, hunger or longing 
was created, sin was exposed; and lastly, 
Christ himself was revealed as the rem- 
edy for sin. Follow through the records 
of Christ’s great personal interviews, and 
see how true this is of each one, 

Our point of contact with an unsaved 
person may be a common interest, or a 
sport, or a game, or a common employ- 
ment. Confidence may be gained by a sin- 
cere spirit of helpfulness or sympathy. 
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Interest or curiosity may be aroused (and 
always will be aroused) by a Christ- 
filled, joyous and happy fe. Hunger for 
such a peace and happiness as we have 
comes quickly after the curiosity is 
aroused., Their sin may be exposed by 
tellitig of failures in our own lives. These 
will readily suggest to the other similar 
failures and. defeats in their life. Rarely 
should we directly mention to another the 
sin that we see in them; it is the work 
of the Holy Spirit* to convince and con- 
vict of sin. Finally, we can tell them 
about the Lord Jesus Christ and his power 
to save, 

Our work ends there. The Holy Spirit 
must be the one to draw the contrast be- 
tween the blackness of their sin and the 
white purity of Christ. 

oe 

What is my attitude toward an unsaved 
person? 

Am I willing to let Christ use me to win 
others? 


PHILADELPHIA. 














Bureau of Sunday School Information 
All questions are to be sent to the Ways of Working Editor 


By the late Marion Lawrance, and Charles A. Oliver, 
Mrs. A. W. Karnell, 


Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 











~—naone 





Marion Lawrance Answers 


In 1902 Mr, Lawrance, the greatly beloved 
Sunday-school leader whose death occurred 
in 1924, commenced the department for The 
Sunday School Times which the Editors en- 
titled “* Ask Marion Lawrance!"’ The large 
amount of unpublished material that he had 
furnished makes possible the continuing of this 
department, for the present, as a welcome 
part of the equipment of the new generation 
in the Sunday-school field. 


How can I enthuse a teacher who has lost 
his interest? 


Y SOME process or processes, get 

that teacher to attend a good Sun- 
day-school convention. Perhaps some- 
body who knows him is interested and 
would be willing to request his company, 
so that they might go together to the 
next state or county convention. The 
chances are this will revive his interest, 
" it has done in thousands of cases be- 
ore. 





Do you think it well to introduce map work 
into the lesson period? 
ES, indee&, especially during the 
Junior and Intermediate years. The 
boys and girls of those ages are 8 
this sort of thing in the public school, 
and familiarity with maps and with geog- 
raphy helps tremendously to fix the truth 
one is trying to teach. However, it 
would be a mistake to take up all of a 
lesson period by map-drawing. The map- 
— should be simply a means to an 
en 





What would you suggest as the best plan 
to hold the interest of boys from the ages 
of twelve to fifteen? 

HE principle underlying this situa- 

tion is simply this: Utilize the 
things the boys of those ages are in- 
terested in. There are certain things 
that are dominant in the minds and in- 
terest of boys of those ages. Some of 
those things can be utilized by the 
teacher to emphasize the lesson. The 
way to get interest on the part of any- 
body is first, to manifest an interest 
in what they are interested in. This 
will bring the results every time, under 
wise leadership. 





Can every school, whether small or large, 
contribute to outside causes, and how should 
it be done? 

ES, it can be:done. It is.due to the 

school itself that it does it, and the 
small schools should do it just like large 
schools, by giving what they can afford. 
The writer recalls that in a state Sun- 
day-school convention in Maine, on one 
occasion the treasurer of the state, who was 
a prominent business man, in reading his 
report from Sunday-schools reported one 


a 


ment upon it, and it was discovered that 
that school had only three members in it. 
What would happen to the organized 
Sunday-school work in America if every 
pupil gave three cents per year! I should 
like to see it tried. 





Why have a separate room for Juniors? 


ECAUSE there are certain things 
that should have a place in the pro- 
gram of a Junior Department that are 
wholly out of place in the program of 
the main school, and vice. versa. This 
principle has been settled once for all 
in our public schools. You never find 
scholars of Junior age in the high school. 
The subject-matter being taught may be 
along the same line somewhat, but the 
treatment is and should be wholly dif- 
ferent. There is a period for hand-work, 
a period for memorization, and pedagog- 
ical methods change as the years go by. 
Another strong reason for the Juniors 
being by themselves, and the same is 
true of other departments of the school, 
is that the worship period may be better 
adapted to their particular needs and 
profit. The importance of this is com- 
ing to be recognized more and more. 





What plan do you recommend for getting 
new scholars? 
a ys to make your school so helpful 
_4 that your present scholars talk about 
it to others. 


_ 2. Try to develop a spirit of ambition 
in your school that will seek growth in 
numbers as well as efficiency. 


3. Send young men after young men, 
young women after young women, boys 
after boys of about their own age, the 
same with girls, and have a system about 
it. 

4. Recognize the new scholars when 
they come in, so that they will know they 
are welcome. 

5. Continually endeavor to develop a 
spirit of: loyal allegiance to the school, 
and enthusiasm as well. 

6. Never give up. 


7. Teach the real Gospel of Jesus 
a hrist, and do not sidestep in this partic- 
ular. 





What can be'done to keep ‘the young men 
in Sunday-school? '' ; 
ARRY on the school in a manner that 
is worthy of the attention and co- 
operation of young men. Many of these 
young men are in business, and they will 
not stand for child’s play im Sunday- 
school any more than theye would in busi- 
ness. There is nothing that will appeal 
to young men more than straight, out- 
and-out, virile Bible teaching. 
There is nothing that appeals to young 


Bible. At this time there is develop- 
ing an unusual interest, among young 
men, in Sunday-school work. As a rule, 
they should be taught by a man, not too 
old, but who commands the absolute re- 
spect of the young men and a man who 
is a really good teacher. Child methods 
are taboo in young men’s classes, 

Then the young men should be given 
something to do that is worthy of their 
mettle. This will appeal to them. It 
will be well to secure some of the Sun- 
day-school periodicals, such as The 
Young. Men’s Class, and see what classes 
are doing. It is marvelous, the activity 
along these lines at present. 


Home Department Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. A.W. Karnell 


Former Chairman of the Home Department 
Committee of the a Sunday School 
, ociation 


One of my “shut-in” members wants to 
know why there is no doctrinal teaching, as 
he calls it, in our Sunday-school lessons, such 
as the discussion of the bodily presence of | 
Christ in communion, adult baptism, the sec- | 
ond coming of Christ, and sanctification. I 
never know what to answer him, and I dread 
to call on him. Can’t you give me some help? 
‘BE Lesson Committee of the Inter- 

national Council of Religious Educa- 
tion prepares the lessons for the use of 
all evangelical denominations; conse- 
quently it is out of the question to dis- | 
cuss doctrinal teaching which separates 
the Protestant world ‘into denominations. 
I would secure material dealing with 
these subjects from the various denomi- 
nations and give to this member in addi- 
tion to but not in substitution for the les- 
son. Many “shut-ins,’ because of their 
isolation, are deep thinkers, and I believe 
the Home Department can be of real 
service in helping them with their prob- 
ems. 








—_— 


Should the Visitor call a second time for 
contribution, if she receives the lesson report 
when she calls? 


HAVE a Visitor who calls a second 

time for contribution, because she be- | 
lieves her members are fully able to con- 
tribute, that it is only once in three 
months, that they do not contribute reg- 
ularly to other needs in the Sunday- 
school and church, that it is harmful for 
any one to receive benefits without ex- 
pressing appreciation for the same, and 
that they are members of the Sunday- ; 
school and should share in the finaricial 
responsibilities. If they say to her, “I 
would like to contribute, ‘but I do not 
have it ready,” she feels it is much better 
to answer, “Well, then I will call again,” 
than to say, “It does not matter.” 

It is my own experience that those who 
are least able to give are more apt to have 
their report and contribution ready than 
those who are better able. 

You can avoid a second call by sending 
a pe stating when you will por 
an 
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asking that they have the report 
ready for you. 





Do you ever give prizes for perfect lesson 
study? All the departments in our Sunday- 
school do something of this kind, and I have 
been-wondering if there is not some plan 
which could be-used for the Home Depart- 
ment members to encourage them to more 
faithful study. 

NE Home Department uses an honor 

system. A star is placed on the new 
quarterly, if the previous Quarter’s les- 
sons have all been studied. First Quar- 
ter, red star; second, blue; third, silver; 
and fourth, gold. At the close of the 
year the names of the honor members 
were printed in the church monthly and 
also read from the Sunday-school plat- 
form. Another department gave a bowl 
with narcissus bulbs to those who had 
studied every lesson for a year. 

Another gave a Special luncheon, to 
which only those were invited who had 
studied every lesson for a year, and had 
made a contribution every Quarter. 

Another department in Philadelphia 
gave a ride on the Delaware River, with 
the fare paid, a delicious luncheon pro- 
vided, as well as games and prizes. It 
was a great success, and b.as greatly in- 
creased the interest in that department. 
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ised that she would study every lesson the 
following year; but the superintendent 
kept to her original plan, that the. mem- 
ber to be invited must have studied every 
lesson, made a contribution, and had the 
report ready when the Visitor called. The 
second year, there were twice the num- 
ber who enjoyed the ride. yo 
Personally, I am heartily.in favor of 
some. simple plan to stimulate the inter- 
est and encourage fellowship. among these 
members, who see each other so seldom. 





I have several members in my district who 
have never shown any interest in the lessons. 
They like to have me call, but one ‘of them 
told me recently that-she did not know what 
became of her. quarterly, and had not looked 
at it since my last call. I’m afraid I have 
several others who are just as indifferent. 
It would relieve me to drop them, for I can’t 
see that it does them any good to just 
“hang on.” 


wr a member is continually in- 


different, the name should be handed 
to the membership committee, whose duty 
it is to make a friendly call, telling again 
the object of the department, the splen- 
did preparation of the lesson material, 
and the value of the study of God’s Word. 
If their effort fails, the superintendent 
should make a special call on such mem- 
bers. However, even if this does not bring 
the desired results, I would retain them 
as members, judging that the chance to 
visit them, as church representatives, is 
valuable, and claiming for them God’s 
promise that “My word shall not return 
unto me void.” We are all aware that 
it is this class of people that need church 
and Sunday-school most. 


Children’s Division Questions 
Discussed by Mrs. E. W. Sudlow 


Can you suggest some effectual method of 


| securing prompt attendance on the part of 


our Juniors? Some have acquired the habit 
of straggling in after the service has begun. 
I have tried to have the boys and girls over- 
come this bad habit, but without success. 
— are three plans I will sug- 
gest to help overcome this bad habit 
of tardiness: , 
First, make your » wowed service so 
interesting and helpiul-that no boy or 
girl will willingly miss a moment of it. 
Second, have a system of grading, and 
mark for punctuality. 
Third, try the simple 
through the “eye gate.” This plan worked 
very well in a southern school. “Silent 
sermons” are what the superintendent 
called them. Hanging on the door of the 
Junior room is a greeting which meets 
the eye of all late comers after the door 
is closed. The posters are frequently 
changed. Most attractive are these 
posters, bearing a cordial welcome or 
word of advice. Quotations regarding 
thé virtue of promptness are sometimes 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay-: 
able in advance, for either old or new 


_subscribers, in the United States and 


Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage. - 

3 1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 

package to one address, $1.50 each, per 

year. ; * 

$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
® copies less than five, $2 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $7.50. 

In recognition of the club. organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
go cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 











gift of ten cents from a given Sunday- 


f men more than the presentation of the 
school. He stopped his report to com- 


A One member asked if she could not be 
heroic features and characters of the 


excused for not having studied and prom- 
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Lesson for March 8 
Luke 23 : 33-46 


Feracmcccs 





HALL- MACK CO. 


eos TREE 


Samples of 6 different complete 16-page services of 
music and recitations for Easter. ° 


HELPER, NO. 11 
Book of recitations, exercises, songs, etc. Price, 20c. 
No free samples; not sent for examination. 


EASTER SPECIALS, NO. 1—25c. 








5 complete specials. No free samples; not sent for 
examination. 


Receiving the Parson—A Tantalizing Tangle | 

A musical entertainment which pleases all—includ- | 
ing the “‘ Parson.” Ministers approve it, many are 
using it, $7.50 the dozen. Returnable sample sent. 


SONG STORIES—STORY CANTATAS 


These for reader and chorus of singers. Returnable 
copies sent on request. 


SCRIPTURE CROSS WORD PUZZLES 
A booklet of Biblical Cross Word Puzzles. Send 25¢ 
for one. Interesting, instructive and entertaining. 


A record of ‘‘In the (Gjarden”’ makes a helpful Easter 
gift. Hear it at your dealers. 


HALL-MACK CO. 


21st & Arch Sts., 
ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC «.} 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


s e e 
I; Discriminate 
“All Hail the Power,” by C. Harold Lowden. 
“Easter Worship,” by various composers. 
cents each; 80 cents the dozen; $6 the hundred. 
3 Charming Choir Cantatas for Easter. 
1 Charming Choiz Cantata for Passion Week. 
24 Splendid Anthems of all grades. 
2 Fine Easter Solos. 
1 Great Vocal Duet. 
1 new 1925 Songs, Exercises and Recitations 
for the Children. 
with so 








stories, pageants, cantatas, etc., 
etc., are illustrated and described in our NEW 
EASTER BUDGET. Write for it to-day. 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers for Discriminators 

15th, Race, Spring and Hicke Streets 
Philadelphia 


Easter Music 


“THE VICTORY 





for the S.S. 
and Choir 


UMPHANT’’—two 
Peautiful Easter services w ringing eure fer the 
entire school. id 80c per doz., 66.00 per 100. SAM- 
PLE CO Enclose 150 for a roll of samples 
ef our five best, including the above. 
SIX EASTER MOTION SONGS and many others, 5c. 
ona ton ae RECITATIONS AND DIALOGS 
“mY eT on, Mother's Dey. 8 conte. — 
sree Teo Easter cantatas for the Sundsy School. 
id 85c EACH, the two for 65c. 
“THE RISEN CHRIST,” a it of the Resurrec- 
Gion, for the Choirand Y.P.8. LS 67.20 dozen. 
OF AGES,” pantomi: ayma. 8 cen 
*"? — Thomas. Two part 
cantata for female voices. Postpaid @c, 

FREE a describing An- 
them Books for the Choir, 
Duets, ‘Trios and Qts. for both 
male and female voices, Choir 

Cantatas, etc. ‘ 
PLA without masic, Dra- 
mas, Monologs, Read- 
ings, Entertainments, Musical 


Readings, etc. FREE 


Catalog mailed 


GEO. F. ROSCHE & CO., 337 W. Madison St., Chicago, fll. 


, ‘Easter Tidings 
j 














ASPLENDID, service of 
Song and Recitation for 
Easter Sunday. Words by 
Elsie Duncan Yale, music 
by’ J. Lincoln Hall. ‘Ihe 

esurrection Story is told 
in gt manner, as is fit- 
ting, butnevertheless 
treated with becoming rev- 


coms 


page bi ok oe 
lrcckane’ ett at all who use this serv- 
eee Sy ice will be greatly pleased. 


|. $3.25 for fifty. 80 centead 
arthahy oo Sample Copy, 7 throng it eat 


its. 
Send for Illustrated Circular of Easter Supplies 


~~ 





1701-1703 Chestnut St. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


EASTER CARDS 


Cross designs, Gold border outline. 
verse on each. " 

No. 100. Size 4x2% inches. $2.00 per 100. 
Four beautiful designs in colors. 

No. 150. Size 5x334 inches. $3.00 per 100. 
Four exquisite designs in colors, 

CLASS CHARTS (Size 16x24 inches) 
Including case and 6 charts, prepaid, $3.75. Per 
single map, tinned top and bottom, postpaid, 75c. 
talogue 
0., 
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Cai Free 
MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 241,DOCK STREET. 
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used. Anything that will quietly but posi- | 
tively emphasize the need for being on! 
time. One of the latest says, “Stop! ' 
Loox! Listen! We are glad you are. 
here. 9.30 is the hour. Why weren’t you | 
on time?” | 
Do other teachers feel as I do about expres- 
sional work? That in time coloring, paper 
tearing, and such things lose their value, and 
become commonplace? I have found this to 
be true in my class, yet believing as I do that 
there should be an opportunity given for self- 
expression, I hesitate about discontinuing the | 
hand-work. How do other ‘teachers meet this | 
situation? 


XPRESSIONAL work does not al- 

ways mean hand-work. A_ simple 
dramatization by the children, which 
leads them to express the impression of 
the lesson truth, may be just as effective 
as any form of handwork you could use. 
In a certain Canadian school the super- 
intendent of the Primary Department re- 
alized this. Adjoining the large assem- | 
bly room where the children meet is aj 
small room where occasionally she al- | 
lows a class to withdraw and act out the | 
story. Many of us could perhaps locate 
some unused room or corner in the school 
that might be used for this purpose by 
individual classes. Or the whole depart- 
ment might unite in dramatizing the story 
for the day. Like all other forms of 
hand or expression work, this must be 
introduced with a definite aim in mind, 
of having the child give back his impres- 
sion of the lesson just taught. During 
the David stories the boys, with the help 
of dads and big brothers, produced at 
home some very fine swords, crowns, and 
spears, so that they would make their 
story more realistic. As Muriel White 
Dennis says, in her booklet, “Busy Work 
versus Expression in the Primary De- 
partment,” “handwork is self-expression 
when it provides an avenue of expression 
and deepens the impression ; when it clari- 
fies concepts; when it vitalizes the les- 
son truth.” Read this little booklet for 
yourself. It is published by Christian 
Board of Publication, St. Louis, Mo. 





Is it practical to use a monthly or quarterly | 
report card in the Primary Department? 
Could some such plan of monthly report 
cards advising the parent as to the stand- 
ing of their children in each and every study 
be used to advantage in Sunday-school? 

ANY schools do grade their Junior 

and Intermediate scholars on a 
number of points. However, I do not be- 
lieve it advisable to grade too closely 
in the Primary Department. There is a 
Baptist school in Kentucky that 1s using 
a monthly report card in the Primary 
Department, and with very great success, 
in that the attendance of the children has/ 
been more regular. An ordinary postal | 
card is printed giving the name of the 
school, grading scale, average grade for 
month, and stating, “If average grade is 
100 percent you are on the Honor Roll.” 
This card is signed by the teacher, and 
mailed directly to the home. Scholars 
are graded on but three points: Attend- 
ance, 70 percent; On Time, 20 percent; 
Contribution, 10 percent. In other de- 
partments of the school the requirements 
for a place on the Honor Roll are more 
exacting, — but it has been the experience | 
of the workers in this particular depart- 
ment, that three points are sufficient for 
the Primary children. 








Is it advisable to use the contents of the 
birthday bank for missionary purposes, or is 
it better to collect the money for a given 
period, then apply it to some specific pur- 
pose? 

LIKE to have every special missionary 

offering designated for some particu- 
lar field of work. The same is true of 
the birthday offering. Let me tell you 
what is done in a Canadian Sunday- 
school, The birthday service, which is 
held only once a month, is an event 
looked forward to by the children. Then 
a new birthday calendar is brought out, 
and each favored child places a big gold 
star in place on the date of his birth. 
There is a pretty service given for the 
honor children, then the offering, — not 
pennies, is counted. At Christmas time 
the bank is opened and the money con- 
verted into a bill. This is hung on the 
Christmas tree as a special gift to a cer- 
tain missionary in whom the children are 
interested, 
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Color of life 


You use silverware and linen, hangup curtains 
and pictures, wear fabrics carefully cut and 
adorned—all for the purpose of coloring the 
drab facts of food, shelter and clothes. 


Advertisements enable you to put this color 
into your life. They bring you news of im- 
provements to quicken your pleasure, increase 
your efficiency, lessen your work—to feed your 
hours with every comfort and convenience 
men have thought out for you. 


Read the advertisements. Their timely mes- 
sages, their intimate lessons in economy, their 
assurance that advertised goods will please— 
help you color your life even more. 


When you choose from advertised goods, 
you choose from the safest goods known. 
They are value-true. 


Read the advertisements in these columns. 
By their guidance you can obtain the best to- 
day ; economize for the best to-morrow. 








Advertising reduces the cost ' 
of products that add pleasure and 
comfort to living 


























CHOICE) For Lenten Sermon 


BO OK Sor Devotional Study 


The Meaning of the Cross Gordon Watt 


Nine studies showing the meaning of the Cross in the Old Testament, in the 
Gospels, in the Epistles, and in the Revelation, and making clear its central place 
in salvation, victory, power, and service. 1.00 


The Cross In Faith and Conduct Gordon Watt 


‘*One of the most blessed characteristics of this book is the extremely personal 
way in which the author compels one to face the facts so far as they apply to 
one’s own life in these difficult days. This book will bring fresh courage and 
clarity and assurance in Christ to many a needy Christian ; and as it is made 
known by its readers to those who are not yet in Christ, it should have a definite 
ministry in the lifting up of Him, who, if He be lifted up, will draw all men unto 
Himself.” $1.00 


The Resurrection of Jesus 
Considered from the Lawyer’s Viewpoint D.L. Jamison 


_Just as you would bring the facts before a jury, this lawyer, now a minister, 
gives a masterly study of the evidence for the resurrection of the body of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is conelusive, In attractive Easter cover. 25¢, $2.50 a doz. 





The Nazarene Henry Weston Frost 


A poem concerning the Christ, by the Home Director of the China Inland Mis- 
sion. In beautiful art covers, 40 cents 


Christ the Key to Scripture W. Graham Scroggie 


This booklet is both a study and a method, showing that the Christ of prophecy, 
the Christ of history, the Christ of experience, and the Christ of glory present a 
complete key to the whole Scripture. In art covers; a good gift booklet. 

25 cents, $2.50 a doz., $20.00 a hundred 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
; 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Scientist’s Belief in the Bible | 


One of the world’s greatest surgeons tells how he came 
to believe the whole Book 







Can a really 
scientific man 


Dr. Howard A. Kelly’s 


a believe the Bi- 
Person d ble? Dr. Howard | 
Confession A. Kelly is entitled 


to answer. His sci- 

entific record and 

standing to-day are 

equalled by few living 

men. After a brilliant ca- 

reer as Professor of Gyn- 
ecology at Johns Hopkins 
University and surgeon of 
world-wide reputation, he is now 
' giving himself to special research 

while continuing as Emeritus Pro- 

fessor at Johns Hopkins and conduct- 

ing his personal practise. With degrees 

from several universities, including Aber- 

deen and Pennsylvania, Dr. Kelly has 

been honored by scientific societies through- 

out the civilized world, is an authority on 
radium, and is Honorary Curator in the Di- 
vision of Reptiles and Amphibians of the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. He is an honored member 
of scientific or medical societies in Scotland, Ire- 
land, Italy, Germany, France, Roumania, and Russia. 
He is the author of standard works in surgery and 
medicine, and of hundreds of articles in medical journals. 


of Faith 





























. eS And Dr. Kelly believes 
. y the Bible, because he 
een 7 has tested it in rigidly sci- 
f= entific ways and finds that 
it meets every test. ‘‘I have 
never in my whole life met a 
man who really knew the Bible 
} \ Sexe and rejected it,’’ he says. He 
ae Sores e , gives from one to four hours a day 
to his own Bible study. He con- 
ducts a large Bible class every Sun- 
day in Baltimore. 


Some years ago he was seriously troubled 
by the Higher Criticism. Then he studied 
his way out of it by making the Bible his 
text-book of religion exactly as he would use 
any text-book in science. To-day he knows that 
A . the whole Bible is the very word of God, and its 
festimony every precious doctrine vital to life and happiness. 
that comp els The Sunday School Times believes that the full, 
respect personal, intimate, autobiographical testimony of such 
a scientist is needed to-day as never before. The ‘‘Sci- 

ence League of America,’’ recently formed, is denouncing 

the Bible and saying that science alone is.the ‘‘savior of 

mankind.’’ It declares: ‘‘We must have a confidence in 

the natural that will not leave room for one jot or tittle of 

faith in the supernatural.’’ Dr. Kelly knows otherwise. At 

the earnest invitation of The Sunday School Times he is pre- 
paring exclusively for this journal his own full confession of faith. 

He will begin by telling how he came out of his uncertainty 
concerning the critical attacks on the Bible into his present un- 
shakable convictions, and will then give his reasons for believing in 


the Great Doctrines of the Christian Faith. Thus he will write the 
following seven articles: 


How I Came to My Present Faith 
Why I Believe the Whole Bible is True 
Why I Believe that Jesus Christ is God 

Why I Believe in the Virgin Birth of Jesus 
Why I Believe in the Blood Atonement 
Why I Believe in the Bodily Resurrection 
Why I Believe Christ is Coming Again 


There has been no contribution like 
this from any other outstanding scientific 
leader in our generation. It is an event 
of stupendous importance in these days 
of confusion, uncertainty, and outspoken 
denial by men who command respect in 
everything but their faith. 


Dr. Kelly’s testimony cannot be ignored. 
It cannot be discounted.’ It cannot be 
ridiculed. Those who reject God’s Word 
will disagree with him. Those who be. 
lieve God’s Word will rejoice that he was 
raised up ‘‘for such a time as this.”’ 


The series will commence next monthy 
Will you help to get it to as many of yo 
friends as possible? You may know of 


ministers, or Sunday-school teachers, or. 


unsaved persons, who need it. You are 
welcome to as many free copies of this 
issue as you wish to distribute; ask for 
Kelly Announcement. A Ten Weeks 
“Get Acquainted’’ subscription, costing 
25 cents, will cover most or all of the 
series. Just mention the Kelly Series, 
and write The Sunday School Times Com- 


pany, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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Lesson for March 8 
Luke 23 : 33-46 





Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth . 








Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
im The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too persenal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I read The Sunday 
School Times, and I see where you are so 
helpful to many who want to be in the 
Lord’s will. I am a Christian and want to 
please my Master in all things. 

Through sickness I got in debt; my hus- 
band’s wages did not keep us going, so I 
started a grocery store in my own home to 
try to pay my bills. I live in the country, 
not near any other store, and I have so 
many calls for tobacco, and I am waiting on 
the Lord to know whether it would be wrong 
to sell it or not, as a consecrated Christian. 


I don’t want to do anything to displease my | 
Lord. Of course they will have it whether I} 


sell it or not, but that isn’t any excuse for 


me. So please advise me what to do.— 


YOURS IN THE SERVICE OF THE KING. | Sch 


M* DEAR FRIEND: With great 
pleasure I. will give you my thought 
on this tobacco question or rather the sell- 
ing of it. I ¢an see so plainly how the 
Lord in his goodness opened your mind 
to have you run this little business to 
help you pay your debts and to help 
in the living of the family. I can see 
another thing, too; the devil would a 
great deal rather you owed them and 
more too, so when he sees you are in a 
fair way to honor and glorify your Lord 
and make good as a consecrated Chris- 
tian, he is giving you a_ tempta- 
tion to do something that is of his sug- 
gesting and that will lessen your influence 
for God. Don’t you do it; keep yourself 
clean and pure from all things that be- 
long to the world, and God will see you 
through gloriously! 

Of course your customers may get it 
anyhow, but you are not responsible for 
that! But you would be if you encour- 
aged the use of the weed. Think of the 
young men and boys that would be af- 
fected by it, and how you would be a 
part of the result in their lives! Be an 
influence against it, and refuse to sell it 
and be a testimony for only the things 
that pertain to the upbuilding of the 
Christian character. Let every one know 
that a business such as you conduct can 
make folks happy, and you will take no 
part in selling anything that will not be 
a help to your neighbor!* For whoever 
comes into your store is your neighbor, 
and you know we are to love our neigh- 
bor as ourselves! (Luke 10: 27.) 


This is a great day for the devil to| 
Let us be true 
Let us keep ourselves clean | 


fool the saints if he can. 
to our Lord! 
in the sight of God, and let us so live 
that he can bless our endeavors and 
“cause his face to shine upon us.” God 


bless you in your little business for your- | 


self, your community, and, most of all, 
for God! 


Will You Help Find the 
Undenominational Churches ? 


ROM the American Conference of 
Undenominational Churches, Arnolds 
Park, Iowa, comes this urgent appeal: 


“We are seeking our brethren. 

“We understand that there are between 
one thousand and twelve ndred con- 
gregations of them in this country. They 
are variously known as Union, Commun- 
ity, Federated, Peoples, and the like. 

“Heretofore these churches have had 
no conference fellowship, and therefore 
no means of co-operation. But to meet 
this long demand, the American Confer- 
ence of Undenominational Churches has 
been organized and duly incorporated un- 
der the law. It is not a new denomin- 
ation, but a co-operative fellowship, and 
a clearing house for the Undenomin- 
ational Churches of America. 

“One object of the movement is to fur- 
nish pastors for these churches that be- 
lieve the wholg Bible from cover to 
cover. If any reader of these lines 





| elaborate. 
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knows of an undenominational church, we 
will greatly appreciate it if he will give 
us the name and address of such a church 
at once. Address all communications to 
The Pioneer of a New Era, Arnold’s 
Park, Iowa.” - 


The International Bible 
Reading Association 


MONG the many excellent helps to 
a systematic reading and study of 
the Scriptures which The Sunday School 
Times is glad to recommend to its readers 
is the literature published by the Inter- 
national Bible Reading Association. 
The Association was founded in 1882 
by the late Charles Waters, and, since its 


wg 





conception, its object consistently has 
been to provoke daily study of the Bible 
in the home, 

Many readers of The Sunday School 
Times will recall with thanksgiving the 
inspiration and blessing which came from 
the lesson helps and contributed articles 
prepared by the late Rev. Alexander 
Smellie, M.A., D.D= One of the many 
ministries in which Dr. Smellie was en- 
gaged when he was called home by the 
Master, was the writing of notes on 
daily Bible reading for the International 
Bible Reading - Association. -These notes 
were prepared considerably in advance 
and cover to the end of 1925. Mrs. 
Smellie is therefore now carrying on her 
husband’s ministry by editing the notes 
which Dr. Smellie left. So that mem- 


% 


The Bible Cross Word Puzzie 





| HE editors will be glad to consider cross word puzzles submitted by readers, if 


sent exclusively to The Sunday School Times, and if made to consist chiefly of 
words found in the Bible (it is doubtless impracticable to limit the words exclusively 


to the Bible). 


_ Puzzles rectangular in shape are preferred, and not too long or 
Editorial payment will be made for all that are accepted. 

Manuscripts should be addressed to “Cross Word Puzzle Editor, The Sunday 
ool Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.” 
| they are not accepted, a stamped and addressed return envelope should be enclosed. 


If their return is desired in case 
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bers of the Daily Bible Reading Asso- 
ciation will receive, for the year 1925, 
these rich spiritual studies from Dn 
Smellie’s pen. 

The subscription fee is 1 shilling 6 
pence (about 40 cents) if supplied direct 
from the Central Office, or 1 shilling (25 
cents) through a Branch, per year. This 
entitles the subscriber to a list of the 
daily Bible readings, and to monthly 
booklets containing the notes by Dr. 
Smellie. Subscriptions should be ad- 
dressed to either Stephen C. Bailey, Hon- 
orable Secretary, International Bible 
Reading Association, 56 Old Bailey, Lon- 
don, Eng., or to Miss Helen M. Lord, 
Branch Secretary, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 


MAKE MONEY 
AT HOME 


You can earn good money at home in your spare time 
making show cards for us. No canvassing or soliciting. 
We show you how by our new simple instructograph 
method. Wesupply both men and women with work at 
home,no matter where you live, and pay you cash for 
all work completed each week. art 
booklet free. Vrite to-day. 


AMERICAN SHOW CARD SYSTEM LIMITED 
266 Adams Building Toronto, Canada 


ANNUITY BONDS 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16 A. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 












Full particulars and 













ALOPTICONS 











are usedin thousands of schools, 
churches and hospitals. This line 
of lanterns, for slides and opaque 
objects— for projection in day- 
. light as well as in the dark —is 
Write jor Catalog the most complete in the world. 


Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 720 St. Paul 5t., Rochester, N. Y. 


Church Pews 


Now is t * 
am woewat Special 
Vi ney 
new pens for PYICES 
Beautiful designs. Excellent work, 
manship. Selected seasoned lumbef., 
je sc 
Witenes wees o.fae 
1180, So, Virginia St., Hopkinsville, Ky. 


BRONZE TABLels 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 




















The white spaces are to be filled with letters forming words that answer to the 


definitions given 
the white squares. 


below. The first letter of each word is indicated by a number in 

The number of white squares extending eithér to the right or 
down from any numbered square tells you the number of letters in the word. 
of the words, but not necessarily all, are in the Bibie. 
both directions, such words as you are sure of. 


t Most 
It might be well to fill in, in 
These will give you hints as to 


other words that you do not know or are uncertain about. 


ACROSS 


1.—Chaldean city 

3.—A psalmist 

7.—Indefinite article 

9.—Wilderness known to Israel 
11.—Encountered 

12.—South American city 

13.—Region to which Jephthah fled when dis- 

owned by his brothers 

14.—A son of Jacob 

16.—Ancient 

19.—A son of Judah 

20.—Street (abbreviation) 

21.—A king of the Amorites 
23.—Personal pronoun 

24.—A wife of Jacob 
25.—A Midianite prince captured by Gideon 
26.—Advertisement (abbreviation) 
27.—Printer’s measure 

29.—For example 

30.—Egyptian god 

32.—Vase 

38s.-—A king of Judah 

36.—A son of Noah 

38.—Central object in the tabernacle 
39.—Devoured 

41.—A Hebrew tribe 

43.-—Physician 

44-—The man who caused the defeat of Israel 

at Ai. 
4$.—Preposition 





DOWN 
1.—Personal pronoun 
2.—A brand of dye 
4—Part of the verb to be 
5.—Part of the Temple 
6.—Personal pronoun 
7.—A letter in the Hebrew alphabet 
8—Number (abbreviation) 
10.—The land to which Cain went 
12.—A male sheep 


1§—A word which occurs frequently in the- 


Psalms 
16.—Old Testament (abbreviation) 
17.—Accomplish 
18.—Father of Jeroboam 
20.—Personal pronoun 
22,.—A prince referred to in Ezekiel 
23.—Possessive pronoun 
28.—Greek letter 
29.—Prefix meaning in or into 
31.—Inquire 
33-—A famous Moabitess 
34.—A container 
38-—A grandson of Benjamin 
37-—Floor covering 
38.—A college degree 
39.—First two letters of a N. T. book- 
40.—Each (abbreviation) 
42.—Ditto (abbreviation) 


A new Bible Cross Word Puzzle and the solution of this week’s puzzle will be 
published in next week’s issue of The Sunday School Times. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, HymnBoards,Collection Plates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, 23,Psr* Piece: 

















ISSTANTTASTDO Henn stalaos aa 


Any church, school or class ‘can 
publish a parish paper by using our 
co-operative plan, A parish paper 
| fills empty pews, keeps community 
informed, speeds church work, 
Free Samples and Particulars. 
Our plan provides a paper for your 
church without cost to you. 
Tho National Religious Press 
8.8. T. Grand Rapids, Mich,' 
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READ THE BIBLE THROUGH IN 1925 
Simple, definite plan. Send 10c to MISS KONITZKY, 
3426: Bectevieu AvENuE, Baltimore, Md. 





In ordering goods, or in making in- 
‘quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 





¥ 
a Ra 





128 * 


—, 


ARNOLD \xv COMPNNY 


1416 EYE STtTNW 


WASHINGTON. D ¢ 











Presbyterian 
Sunday Schools 


It is a pleasure to offer 
you this year an unusually 
attractive and helpful 


EASTER PROGRAM 
“A Song of Dawn” 


By HELEN L. WILLCOX 


For information write the Secretary for 
Missionary Education 


The Board of Foreign Missions 

















156 FIFTH AVE., New York 
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS "\4\8D‘?$ 
THE ILLUSTRATOR #2, | ont 
isa monthlyS., S. lesson magazine that A 1 .00 
Sommer tee behing 6: fhe sect @ a — 
portage stamp per lesson ! for 52 Lessons 











** There is 
Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said : 
no other I like as well.”’ 








THE PERRY PICTURES 
Reproductions of the World’s 
Great Paintings. Size, 54%x8. 
TWO CENTS EACH 
for 25 or more. Send S$0c for 
35 Art Subjects or 25 on Life 
of Christ,or five rox12 size re- 
ligious subjects. No two alike. 
Beautiful 64-page Catalogue 
for 15 cents incoin or stamps 
The Perry Pictures Co. 
Box 96, MALpen, Mass. 














AN EASTER PAGEANT 


Crowned With Victory. For young people 
and children. Text by Mrs. De Armond, music y 

.H. Fillmore. A bright Easter drama of beauti- 
ul music, recitation, costumed plays and drills, 
concluding with tableau. A complete copy maile 
for four 2-cent ‘stamps. 
FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE, S08 Elm St., Cincinnati, 0. 
Publishers of the y* ular sacred solos, ‘‘ The 
Beautiful Garden of Prayer’ and ‘“‘If i could 
But Tell All the Glory.” 








—EASTER PAGEANTS= 


Never were Pageants so popular, and the reason 
is evident when you examine those we offer. 

Our Easter eatalog is full of material for this oc- 
casion. Pageants, services, songalogues, choir 
cantatas,anthems, solos, recitation books, etc. 


A post card request will bring you one by return mail. 


2. Box 420 
91 Seventh Ave., 
= New York,N. Y. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


Concerted Prayer 


Tas paragraph is being written just 
after the middle of December. When 
the “Three Days’ Prayer Gathering” In- 
troduction which appeared in an early 
December issue was originally prepared, 
only one such gathering had been defi- 
nitely arranged for, but through the 
Spirit-moved co-operation of Pastor O. R. 
Palmer and other friends both East and 
West, including, too, The Sunday School 
Times, some hundreds of such meetings 
throughout this and other lands were 
soon afterwards called, besides the great 
number of Watch Night meetings which 
were being planned. The Lord did “ex- 
ceeding abundantly,” above all that had 
been asked or thought, and therefore to 
him alone was and is due all the glory. 
How blessed it would be if he would 
Move in a similar but still larger way 
upon his people again throughout the 
whole world to observe some set season, 
perchance a week or even an entire 
month, in one mighty heart-cry to God 
in behalf of the Church and the world! 
“Men ought always to pray, and not to 
‘lose heart”” GOD IS ABLE! 
March 2 to 8 

Mon.—Luke 23 : 33-46. 

The Saviour on the Cross. 

There has been no change whatsoever 
in the nature of Christ since Calvary’s 
day. If he lives in you at all, he is the 
very same Christ that pleaded there: 
“Father, forgive them.” Does he plead 
that in you? He does, if he lives in you. 
Negatively you may wish your enemies 
no evil, but positively would you lay 
down your life for their good? 

Prayer Suacestions: Let us see to it 
that our prayers are grounded on the 
shed blood of Calvary (Heb. 10:19-23), 
for only then can we pray with boldness 
and assurance, In this connection read 
also Romans 8:8, 9. Pray for the whole 
body of Christ everywhere. 
Tues.—Matthew 16 : 21-28. 

Christ’s Death Necessary. 

Christ knew beforehand all that he 
must suffer. From the foundation of 
the world sin had existed, but even before 
that foundation was the Lamb provided, 
“without blemish - without spot” (1 
Pet. 1:10, 20). o human death, or 
sum of human deaths, could atone for 
human sin, or sum of human sins, against 
an infinitely holy God. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
“good news” that Christ “died for all” 
may soon reach “all men.” Keep the cross 
in the foreground. Next week it will be 
the resurrection; the following week, the 
ascension; and the first week im April, 
Pentecost. Oh, what themes for holy 
meditation, and to inspire prayer! 
Wed.—Romans § : 1-11. 

Christ’s Death an Atonement for Sin. 

The literal meaning of the word “atone- 
ment” (v. 11) is “exchange (fig. adjust- 
ment), 4. €., restoration to (the divine) 
favor” (James Strong). The death of 
Christ works a “thorough change” (Sco- 
field, see note, Col. 1: 21) in the believing 
sinner to..ards God. It is the sinner, not 
God, who is reconciled. God is propiti- 
ated: (See 2 Corinthians 5: 18-21.) 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray fer the 
unsaved of your household, your kindred, 
your community, your church, your city. 
Pray for your own enduement “from on 
high.” Pray for the Church’s endue- 
ment. Pray for your mid-week prayer- 
meeting; also for the leader, and for all 
who will or who should attend. 
Thurs.—John 16 : 7-18. 
Christ’s Death Voluntary. 
“I lay it down of myself” (v. 18). 
Christ went not to the cross against his 
will. Neither is any man brought to a 
saving knowledge of the cross against his 
will, Nor do believers experience their 











identification with Christ on the cross 





against their will. Do you know experi- 
mentally Galatians 2: 20? 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Ask God to lead 
you to definiteness in prayer. Says a 
correspondent: “We had prayed and had 
asked you to pray for fifty conversions. 
God gave fifty-three, and we have no rea- 
son to say that they were not all gen- 
uine.” Definite petitions “according to 
his will” bring definite answers. 


Fri.—Hebrews 9 : 11-15. 
Christ’s Death a Sinless Offering. 


“For this cause” (v. 15), 7. e., because 
he was the Lamb “without spot,” of which 
the most perfect type that had ever been 
produced under law was only the faintest 
symbol. How faint also our conception 
of Christ’s absolute sinlessness!) He 
swerved not the thousandth part of a 
hair’s breadth from God’s perfect will. 


PRAYER SuscestTions: Pray for the 
Russia Evangelization Society -(156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York City), before which 
marvelous doors are opening, with cor- 
respondingly marvelous opportunities. 
Plead for this, and for Every society do- 
ing God’s work in God’s way; plead for 
them the fulfilment of Philippians 4:19. 
Sat.—1 Corinthians 11 : 23-34, 

Christ’s Death Commemorated. 


“For this cause” (v. 30). These sol- 
emn words occur again. In yesterday’s 
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reading they referred to the unblemished 
Lamb; in to-day’s to the blemished sheep, 
those who “eat and drink unworthily,” 
“not discerning the Lord’s body.” “What- 
soever is not of faith is sin” (Rom. 14: 
23). Let us “examine” and “judge our- 
selves” (vs. 28, 31). 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Some one has 
said that “Our works apart from prayer 
and God are only ‘busy idleness”” Let 
us learn to take EVERYTHING to God for 
his blessing and direction. Let us learn 
also to think of every one, both friend 
and foe, in terms of prayer. 


Sun.—Psalm 22 : 11-19. 
Christ’s Death Portrayed. 


Many hundreds of years before Christ’s 
time these words were written. Scofield 
calls Psalm 22 a “graphic picture of 
death by crucifixion.” (See his entire 
note.) The prophetic details form one 
of the “irresistible proofs of inspiration.” 
Nevertheless of the sin-hardened heart 
it is written: “Ye do always resist.” 


Prayer Suacestions: Never has the 
mail that reaches»this department abounded 
more in encouragement — petitions an- 
swered, souls saved, churches humbling 
themselves. One pastor writes: “Owr 
church has felt led of God to set apart 
one day of each week throughout 1925 for 
fasting and prayer.” Harietuyan! 





Easy as A~B-C ! 


You Can Play Any Instrument 


In a Few Months 
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This Delightful 
New Easy Way! 


Quickest because natural and pleasant. 
Grateful students say they learn in a frac- 
tion of the time old dull methods required. 
You play direct from the notes. And the 
cost is only a few cents a lesson! 





j EARNING music is no longer a diffi- 

cult task. If you can read the alpha- 
bet, you can now quickly learn to play 
your favorite instrument! A _ delightful 
new method has made it positively easy 
to become a capable performer within 
just a few months. And the cost is only 
a fraction of what people used to spend 
on the old, slow methods! 


You don’t need a private teacher, this new 
way. You study entirely at home, in the 
privacy of your own room, with no one to 
interrupt or embarrass you. And, strange as 
it may seem, you’ll enjoy every minute of it 
— because the new method is agreeable as 
well as rapid. 


No Tricks or Stunts—You Learn 
from “ Regular” Music 


You .don’t have to know the first thing 
about music in order to begin. You learn 
to play from actual notes, just like the best 
musicians do. And almost before you re- 
alize your progress, you begin playing real 
tunes and melodies, instead of just scales. 
There are no trick “numbers,” no “memory 
stunts.” When ‘you finish the U. S. School 
of Music course, you can pick up any piece 
of soptier printed music and understand it. 
You'll be able to read music, popular and 
classic, and play it from the notes. You'll 
acquire a life-long ability to gee your 
friends, amuse yourself, and, if you like, 
make money (musicians are highly paid for 
their pleasant work). - 


Whether you like the piano, violin, ’cello, 
organ, saxophone, or any other. instrument, 
you can ncw learn to play it in an amazingly 
short time. By means of the newly perfected 
print-and-picture method reading and playing 
music is made almost as simple as: reading 
aloud from a book. You. simply can’t go 
wrong. First, you are told how a thing is 
done, then a picture shows you how, then 
you do it yourself and -hear it. No private 
teacher could make it any clearer. The les- 
sons come to you by mail at regular inter- 
vals; - They censist of complete printed in- 
structions, diagrams, all the music you 
need, and music paper for writing out test 
exercisés. And if anything comes up which 
is not entirely plain, you can write to your 
instructor and get a full, prompt, personal 
reply. 








The Surest Way‘To Be Popular 
Time 


and Have a 
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Learn to Play a party? Are 
you out of it be- 

by note a you can’t 

play any, 

Piano "Cello matty people 
og Harmonyand | are! It’s the 
Vi font Singtos musician who 
Drums and Sight claims _ atten- 
Traps Ukulele tion! If you 
Banjo Guitar play, you are al- 
Tenor Hawaiian ways in demand. 
Banjo Steel Guitar | Many invitations 
Mandolin Harp come to you 
Clarinet Cornet Amateur orches- 
Flute Piccolo tras offer you 
Saxophone Trombone wonderful _after- 
Voice and Specs Culture noons and éven- 
Automatic ger Control ings. And you 
meet the kind of 


people you have always wanted to know. 
don’t miss this exceptional opportunity. 


Free Book Explains All 
Get This Special Offer 


The whole interesting story about the U. S. School 
course cannot be told on this page. Soa booklet has 
been printed—“ Music Lessons in Your Own Home.” 
You can have acopy absolutely free by mailing the 
coupon below. In the booklet you will find a special 
offer that makes the U. S. course available to you at 
a very low price—if you act promptly. With it 
be sent an Illustrated Folder which explains better 
than words how hed ig it) quick and easy the Print 





and Picture Method if you are really anxious to 
ome a good play&:on your favorite instrument, 
mail the coupon now—to-day. 


U. S. School of Music 


382 Brunswick Bldg. New York City 


U. S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
382 Brunswick Bldg., New York City 

Please send me your free book, “* Music Lessons In 
Your Own Home,” Illustrated Folder, and particulars 
of your Special Offer. I am interested in te follow- 
ing course: 
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